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SPEECH

T O¥ THE
cé

é Right Honourable William Pitt,
&c. &c.

SIR,

LIBRARY SETS

T AM induced, at this period of the deb\ate,
to offer my fentiments to the Houfe, both from
an apprehenfion that, at a later_ hour, the atten-
tion of the Houfe muft neceffarily be exhaufted,
g and bécaufe the fentiment with which the Ho-
nourable and I.earned Gentleman * began his
_Speech, and with which he has thought proper
410 conclude it, places the Queftion )precifely on
that ground on which I am moft defirous-éf*difs
cufling it. The learned Gentleman feems to
affume, as the foundation of his reafoning, and
gas the great argument for immediate treaty,
= that every effort to overturn the fyftem of the

® Mr. Erfkine,
B French
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f:;ench i{evolution muft be Jnavailing, and that
it would be not pnly imprudent, but almoft
impious to ftruggle longer againft that order of
things, which, on I know not what principle of
predeftination, heappears to confideras immortal.
Little as I am inc]fned to accede to this opinjon,
I am not forry that the Hongurable Gentleman
has contemplated the fubjeét in this ferious view.
I do indeed confider the French Revolution asthe
fevereft trial which the vifitation of Providence
has ever yet infliéted upon the nations.of the earthy .
but I cannot: help refleéting, with fatisfaétion,
that this Country, even under fuch a trial, has not
only been exempted from thofe calamities whicﬁ.
have covered almoft every other part of Europe,
but appears to have been referved as a refuge
and afylum to thofe who fled from its perfecu-
tion, as a barrier to oppofe its progrefs, and
perhaps ultimately as an inftrument to deliver the
world from the crimes and miferies which have
attended it.

Under this impreflion, I truft, the Houfe will
forgive me, if I endeavour, as far as I am able,
to take a large and comprehenfive view of this

important
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fniportarlt queftion.  In doing fo, I agtce with
tny Honourable Friend; that it would; in any
cafe, be impoflible to feparate the prefent dif-
cuffion from the former crimes and atrocities of
the French Revolution ; becaufe both the papers
now on the table, and the whole of the Learncd
Gentléman’s argument, force upon our confi-
deration, the origin of the war, and all the ma:
terial fa€ts which have occurred during its con-
tinuance. The Learned Gentleman has revived
and retailed all thofe arguments from his own
pamphlet; which had before paffed through
thirty-feven or thirty-eight Editions in print; and
now gives thém to the Houfe, embellithed by
the graces of his perfonal delivery. The Firft
Conful las alfo thought fit to revive and retail
the chief arguments ufed by all the Oppofition
Speakers, and all the Oppofition Publifhets, in
this Country during the laft feven years. And
(what is ftill more material) the queftion itfelf,
which is now immediately at iffue—the queftion,
whether, under the prefent circumftances, there is
fuch a profpeét of fecurity from any Treaty with
France, as ought to induce us to negociate, cannot
beproperly decided upon, withoutretracing, both

B2 from
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from otir own experience;, and from that of other
Nations, the Nature, ‘the Caufes, and the Mag-
nitude of the Danger, againft which we have te
guard, in order to judge of the fecurity which

“we ought to accept.

I fay then, that before any man can concur in
opinion with that Learned Gentleman ; before
any man ean think that the fubftance of his Ma-
jefty’s Anfwer is any other than the fafety of the
Country required ; before any man can be of
opinion, that to the overtures made by the ene-
my, at fuch a time, and under fuch circum-
fiances, it would have been fafe to have returned
ananfwer concurring in the negociation—he muft
come within one of the three following defcriptions:
He mutft either believe, that the French Revolu-
tion neither does ‘mow exhibit, nor has at any
time exhibited fuch circumftances of danger,
arifing out of the very nature of the fyftem and
the internal ftate and condition of Francé, as to
leave to foreign powers no adequate ground of fe-
curity in negociation ; or, fecondly, he muft be of
opinion, that the change which has recently

3 taken
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taken place, has given that fecurity, which, in
the former ftages of the Revolution, was want-
ing 5 or, thirdly, he muft be one who, believing
that the danger exifted, not .undervaluing
its extent, nor miftaking its nature, neverthelefs
thinks, from his view of the prefent preflure on
the Country, from his view of its fituation and
its profpefts, compared with the fituation and
profpeéts of its enemies, that we are, with
our eyes open, bound to accept of inadequate
fecurity for every thing that is valuable and
facred, rather than endure the preflure, or incur
the rifk which would refult from a farther pro-

longation of the conteft.

In difcufling the laft of thefe Queftions, we thall
be led to confider, what inference is to be drawn
from the circumftances and the refult of our own
negociations in former periods of the war ;—whe-
ther, in the comparative State of this Country and
France, we now fee the fame reafon for repeat-
ing our then unfucce{sful experiments ; —or whe-
ther we have rot thence derived the leffons of

experience
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'cxpériéncc, added to the deduétions of reafoii;
marking the ineficacy and danger of the very
meafures which are quoted to us as precedents

for our adoption.

Unwilling, Sir; as I am; to go into much de-
tail on ground which has been fo often trodden
before ; yet, when I find the Learned Gentle=
man, after all the information which he muft
have received, if he has read any of the Anfwers
to his Work, (however ignorant he might be when
he wrote it) fiill giving the {anftion of his au-
thority to the fuppofition; that the order to
M. Chauvelin to depart from this kingdom was
the caufe of the War between this Country and
France, I do feel it neceffary to fay a few words

on that part of the fubjett.

Inéccuracy in dates feems to be a fort of fa-
tality common to all who have written on that
fide of thé Queftion; for even the writer of the
Note to Ilis Majefty is riot more eorreft, in this
refpeft; than if he had taken his information
only fram the pamiphlet -of . the Learned -Gens

tleman.
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tleman,  The Houfe will recollect the firft pros
feflions of the French Republic, which are
enumerated, and enumerated mily, in that note,
—~they are tefts of every thing which would beft
recommend a Government to the eficem and
confidence of Foreign Powers, and the reverfe
of every thing which has been “the fyftem and
praftice of France now for near ten years. It
is there ftated, that their firft principles were love
of peace, averfion to conqueft, and refpett for
the independence of other’ Countries. In the
fame note, it feems indeed admitted that they
fince have violated all thofe principles, but it is
alledged that they have done fo, onlyin confe-
quence of the provocation of other pawers. One
of the firfk of thofe provocations is ftated to have
confifted in the various outrages offered to their
minifters, of which the example is faid to have
heen fet by the King of Great Britain in his con-
duét to M. Chauvelin. In anfwer to this fup"
pofition, it is only neceflary to remark, that before
the example was given, before Auftria and Pruffia’
are fuppofed to have been thus encouraged
to cambine in a plan for the partition of France;

that
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that plan, if it ever exifted at all, had exifted and
been aéted upon for above eight months : France
and Pruffia had been at war eight months be-
fore the difmiffal of M. Chauvelin. So much
or the accuracy of  the ftatement,

[Mr. Erfkine here obferved that this was not the

fatement of his argument,)

I have been hitherto commenting on.the ar-
guments contained in the Notes, I come, now
to thofe of the Learned Gentleman, I under-
ftand him to fay, that the difmiffal of M. Chau-
velin was the real caufe, Ido not fay of the
general war, but of the rupture between France
and England; and the Learned Gentleman ftates,
particularly, that this difmiffal rendered all dife
cuffion of the points in difpute impoffible. Now [
defire to meet diftinétly every part of this affertion :
¥ maintain on the contrary, that an opportunity
was given for difcufling every matter in difpute
between France and Great Britain, as fully as if
2 regular and accredited French Minifter had

been
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been refident here;—that the caufes of w.ar,_,
which exifted at the beginning, or arofe during
the courfe of this difcuflion, were fuch as would
have juftified, twenty times 'over, a declaration
of war on the part of this Country ;—that all the,
explanations on the part of France, were evi-
dently unfatisfaétory and inadmiffible, and that
M. Chauvelin had given in a peremptory ulti-
matum, declaring, that if thefe explanations were
not received as fufficient, and if we did not 1m-
mediately difarm, our refufal would be con-
fidered as a declaration of war.

After this followed that {cene which no man
can even now fpeak of without horror, or think
of without indignation ; that murder and regi-
cide from which I was forry to hear the Learned
Gentleman date the beginning of the legal Go-
vernment of France.

Having thus given in their ultimatum, they
added, as a farther demand (while we were .
{marting under accumulated injuries, for which
all fatisfaétion was denied).that we fhould in-

c ftantly
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frantly receive M. Chauvelin‘as their Ambaffador,
with new credentials, feprefenting them in the
charalter which they had juft derived from the
murder of their fovereign. We replied, « he
came here as the reprefentative of a fovereign
whom you have put to a cruel and illegal death,
we have no fatisfaétion for the injuries we have
received, ‘no fecurity from the danger with which
we are threatened. Under thefe circumftances
we will not receive your new credentials; the
former credentials you have yourfelves recalled
by the facrifice of your king.”

What, from that moment, was the fituation of
M. Chauvelin ? He was reduced to the fituation
of a private individual, and was required to
quit the kingdom, under the provifions of the
Alien-A&, which, for the purpofe of fecuring
domeftic tranquillity, had recently invefted his
Majefty with the power of removing out of this
Kingdom, all foreigners fufpetted of revolutionary
principles, Is it contended that he was, then,
Yefs liable to the provifions of that aét than
any other individual foreigner, whofe conduét

afforded
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afforded to government juft ground of objeétion
or fufpicion? Didhiscondutt and conneétionshere
afford no fuch ground? or willitbe pretendéd that
the bare att of refufing to receive frefh credentials
from an infant repubiic, not then acknowledged
by any one power of Europe, and in the very
att of heaping upon us injuries and infults, was
of itfelf a caufe of war? So far from it, that
even the véry nations of Europe? whofe wifdom
and moderation have been .repeatedly extolled
for maintaining neutrality, and preferving friend-
thip, with the French republic, remained for
years fubfequent to this period, without re-
ceiving from.it any accredited minifter, or doing
any one att to acknowledge its political exiftence.
In anfwer to a reprefentation from the bellige-
rent powers, in December, 1793, Count Bern-
ftorff, the minifter of Denmark, officially de-
clared, that, ¢ It was well known, that the
¢« National Convention had appointed-M. Grou-

-

¢ ville Minifter-Plenipotentiary at Denmark, but

“ that it was alfo well known, that he had nei-

-

< ther been received nor acknowledged in that
¢ quality.*”  And as late as Iebruary, 1796,
c2 <« quality.

-
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when the fame minifter was at length, for the
firft time, received in his official capacity, Count
Bernftorff, in a public Note, afligned this reafon

for that change of conduét, ¢ So long as no

€

-~

other than a revolutionary government exifted
¢ in France, his Majefty could not acknowledge
< the minifter of that government ; but now that
« the French conflitution is completely orga-

o

nized, and a regular government eftablithed in

<

-

France, his Majefty’s obligation ceafes in that
refpet, and M. Grouville will therefore be

€

~

[{

~

acknowledged in the ufual form.”+ How far
the Court of Denmark was juftified in the opinion,
that a revolutionary government then no longer
exifted in France, it is not now neceflary to
inquire ; but whatever may have been the fat,
in that refpeét, the principle on which they afted
is Clefll‘ and inielligible, and is a decifive inftance

in favour of the propofition which I have main-
tained.

Is it then neceffary to examine what were the
terms of that ultimatum, with which we refufed

* State Papers publifhied for Debrett, vol. 1. p. 338.
+ Ibid. vol. 4. p. 306,

to
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to comply? A&s of hoftility had been openly
threatencd againft our Allies; an hoftility
founded upon the aflumption of a right which.
would at once fuperfede the whole law of na-
tions; a demand ‘was made by France upon
Tolland, to open the navigation of the Scheldt,
on the ground of a general and natural right,
in violation of pofitive treaty ; this claim we
we difcuffed, at the time, not fo much on ac-
count of its immediate importance, (though it
was important both in a maritime and com-
mercial view) as on account of the general
principle on which it was founded. On the
fame arbitrary notion they foon afterwards
difcovered that facred law of nature, which
made the Rhine and the Alps the legitimate
boundaries of France, and affumed ‘the power
which they have affefted to exercife through the
whole of the revolution, of fuperfeding, by’ a
new code of their own, all the recognized prin-
ciples of the law of nations. They were, in
faét, attually advancing towards the republic of
Holland, by rapid ftrides, after the viftory of
Jamappe, and they had ordered their generals to
- purfue the Auftrian troops into any neutral

country :
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country: thereby explicitly avowing an intentiorn-
of invading Holland. They had already thewn
their moderation and felf-denial, by incorporating
Belgium with the French Republic. Thefe
lovers of peace, who fet out with a fworn aver-
fion to conquett, and profeflions of refpeét for the
independence of other nations; who pretend
that they departed from this {yftem, only in con-
fequence of your aggreflion, themfelves in time
of peace, while you were flill confeffedly neutral,
without the pretence or fhadow of provocation,
wrefted Savoy from the King of Sardinia, and had
proceeded to incorporate it likewife with France.
Thefe were their aggreflions at this period;
and more than thefe. They had iffued an uni-
verfal Declaration of War againtt all the Thrones
of Europe ; and they had, by their conduét, appli-
ed it particularly and {pecifically to you: they had
paffed the Decree of the 19th of November, 1792,
proclaiming the promife of French fuccour to all
nations who fhould manifeft a with to become
free : they had, by all their language, as well as
their example, fhewn what they underftood to be
freedom; they had fealed their principles by the

j depo-
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depofition of their fovereign: they had applied
them to England, by inviting and encouraging
the addreffes of thofe feditious and traitorous
focieties, who, from the beginning, favoured
their views, and who, encouraged by your
forbearance, were even then publicly avowing
French dolrines, and anticipating their fuc-
cefs in this country: who were hailing the pro-
grefs of thofe proceedings in France, which led
to the murder of its king: they were even then
looking to the day when they thould behold a
National Convention: in England, formed upon
fimilar principles. '

And what were the explanations they of-
fered on thefe different grounds of offence?
As to Holland; they contented themfelves
with telling us, that the Scheldt was too infig-
nificant for us to trouble ourfelves about,
and therefore it was to be decided as they chofe,
in breach of a pofitive treaty, which they had
themfelves guaranteed, and which we, by our
alliance, were bound to fupport.  If, however,
after the war was over, Belgium fhould have
confolidated its liberty, (a term of which we

10 now
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now know the meaning, from the fate of
every nation into which the arms of France have
penetrated) then Belgium and Holland might,
if they pleafed, fettle the queftion of the Scheldt,
by feéarate negociation between themfelves.
With refpet to aggrandizement, they affured us,
that they would retain pofleflion of Belgium by
arms, no longer than they fhould find it neceffary
to the purpofe already ftated, of confolidating its
liberty. And with refpeét to the decree of the
19th of November, applied as it was pointedly to
you, by all the intercourfe 1 have ftated with all
the feditious and traitorous part of this Country,
and particularly by the fpeeches of every leading
man among them, they contented themfelves with
afferting, that the declaration conveyed no fuch
meaning as was imputed to it, and that, fo far‘
from encouraging fedition, it could apply c;nly
to countries where a great majority of the peo-
ple fhould have already declared itfelf in favour
of a revolution; a fuppofition which, as they
afferted, neceﬂ'arify implied a total abfence of all
fedition,

‘What
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What would have been the qﬂ'é& of admitting
this explanation ?~—to fufferanation, and an arrped
nation, to preach to the inhabitants of all the coun-
tries in the world,'th‘at themfelvefs were Ilaves;
and their rylers tyrants: to encourage and invite.
them to revolution, by a previous promife of
French fupport, to whatever might call itfelf a
majority, or to whatever France might declare to®
be fo. This was their explanation: and this,
they told you, was their ultimatum.

But was tliis all? Even at that véry moment;
when fhey were endeavouring to induce you to
admit thefe explanations, to be contented with
the avowal, that France offered herfcIf as a gene-
tal guarantee for every fuccefsful revolution, and
would intetfere only to fan&ioh and confirm what-
ever the free and uninfluenced choice of the
people might have decided, what were their
orders to their generals on the fame fubjeét? in
the midft of thefe amicable expla'nations with
you, came forth a decree which I really believe
muft be effaced from the minds of Gentlemen
oppolite to me, if they can prevail upon themfelves

D for
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for a moment to hint even a doubt upon the origirt
of this quarrel, not only as to this Country, but
as to all the Nations of Eux:ope with whom France
has been fubfequently engaged in hoftility. I
fpeak of the Decree of the 15th of December.
This decree, more even than all the previous
tranfa&tions, amounted to an univerfal declaration
of war againt all Thrones, and againft all Civil-
ized Governments. It faid, wherever the armics
of France fhall come, (whether within countrics
then at war or at peace is not diftinguithed) in
all thofe countries it fhall be the firft care of their
generals to introduce the principles and the
praétice of the French Revolution ; to demolith
all privileged orders, and every thing whiph ob-
ftruéls the eftablifhment of their New Syftem.

If any doubt is entertained, whither the armies
of France were intended to come; if it is con-
tended that they referred only to thofe nations with
whom they were then at war, or with whom, in
the courfe of this conteft; they might be driven
into war; let it be remembered, that at this very
moment, they had aétually given orders to their

10 Generals
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Generals to purfue the Auftrian army from the
Netherlands into Holland, with whom they were
at that time\in peace. Or, even if the con-
firuGtion contended for is admitted, let us fee
what would have been its application, let us
look at the lift of their aggreffions, which was
read by my Right Honorable Friend* near me.
With whom they have been at war fince the pe-
riod of this declaration? With all the nations of
Europe fave two,t and if not with thofe two, it
is only becaufe, with every provocation that could
juftify defenfive war, thofe Countries have hi-
therto acquiefced in repeated violations of their

rights, rather than recur to war for their vindi-
" cation. ‘Wherever their arms have been carried
it will be a matter of fhort fubfequent inquiry
to trace whether they have faithfully applied
thefe principles. If in terms, this Decree is a
denunciation of war againft all Governments ;
if in praétice it has been applied againft every
one with which France has come into contatt;
what is it but the deliberate code of the French

* Mr. Dundas. + Sweden and Denmark.

&2 Revolution,
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Revolution, from the birth of the republic, which
has never once been departed from, which has
been enforced with unremitted rigour againft ali
the nations that have come intp their-power?

.

If there cauld otherwife be any doubt whether
the'application of this decree was intended to be
,unix.ferfal, whether it applied to all nati_ons; and
to England particularly ? .Thefé is one circum-
. ftance, which alone, would be decifive—that
nearly at the fame period it was propofed, in the
Nationa! Convention,* to declare exprefsly, that
the decree of the Nineteenth of November was
confined to the nations with whom they were
then at war; and that propofal was rejeéted
by a great majority, of that very Convention
from whom we were defired to receive thefe ex-
Planations as fatisfattory.

Such, Sir, was the nature of the fyftem. Let
us examine a little farther,. whether it was from

the beginning intended to be aéted upon, in the

* Ona Motion of M. Bai{'aillon.

N

extent
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extent which I have ftated, At the ve-ry mo-
ment when their threats appeared to many,
little elfe than the ravings of madmen, they were
digefting and methodizing the means of execu-
tion, as accurately asif they had atually forefeen
the extent to which they have fince been able to
realize ‘their criminal projeéls; they fat down
coollyto devife the moft regularand effe€tual mode
of making the application of this{yftem the current
bufinefs of the day, and incorporating it with the
general orders of their army ; for (will the Houfe
believe it?) this confirmation of the decree of the
Nineteenth of November was accompanied by
an expofition and commentary addrefled to the
General of every army of France, containing a
fchedule as coolly conceived, and as methodi-
cally reduced, as any by which the moft quiet bu-
finefs of a Juftice of Peace, or the moft regular
Routine of any department of State in this coun-
try could be:conduéted. Each Commander was
furnithed with one .general ‘blank formula of a
letter for all the nations of the world | The People
of France to the People of Greeting,
’ Even

this

¢ We are come to expel your tyrants.’
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this was not all ; one of the articles of the decree
of the Fifteenth of December, was exprefsly,
« that thefe who fhould fhew themfelves fo brutifl
and fo enamoured of their chains as to refufe the
refloration of their rights, to renounce liberty and
equality, or to preferve, recall, or treat with their
Prince or privileged orders, were not entitled to
the difiinction which France, in other cafes, had
Juply efiablifhed between Government and People 5
and that fuch a people ought fo be treated according
to the rigour of war, and of conqueft.”” * Here is
their love of peace; here is.their averfion to
conqueft ; here is their refpeét for the indepen-

dance of other nations !

It was then, after receiving fuch explanations
as thefe, after receiving the ultimatum of France,
and after M. Chauvelin’s credentials had ceafed,
that he was required to depart. Even after that
period, I am almoft athamed to record it, we did
noton our part fhut the door againft other attempts .

to negociate, but this tranfattion was immediately
* Vide Decree of 15th December, 1792.

followed
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followed by the declaration of war, proceeding
not from England in vindication of its rights, but
from France as the completion of the injuries and
infults they had offered. And on a war thus
originating, can it be doubted, by an Englifh
Houfe of Commons, whether the aggreflion was
on the part of this country or of France ? or whe-
ther the manifeft aggreflion on the part of France
was the refult of any thing but the principles
which charaéterize the Trench Revolution ?

What then are the refources and fubterfuges
by which thofe, who agree with the Learncd
Gentleman, are prevented from finking under
the force of this fimple ftatement of fats > None
but what are found in the infiniiation contained
in the note from France, that this country had,
previous to the tranfaftions to which I have
referred, encouraged and fupported the ‘com-

bination of other powers dire€ted againft them.

Upon this part of the fubje, the proofs which
contradiét fuch an infinuation, are innumerable’
In the firft place, the evidence of dates: in the

{econd
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fecond place, the admiffion of all the different
parties in France ; of the friends of B‘riﬁ'ot charg-
ing on Robefpictre the war with this country, and
of the friends of Robefpierre charging it on Briffot;
but both acquitting England ; the teftimonies of
the French Government during the whole interval;
fince the declaration of Pilnitz, and the date affign-
ed to the pretended treaty of Pavia; the firft of
wwhich had not the flighteft relation to any projet
of partitionor difmemberment ; the fecond of which
I firmly believe to be an abfolute fabrication and
forgery, and in neither of which, even as tixey"are‘
teprefented, any reafon has been affigned for be-.
lieving that this country had any thare. Even M.
Talleyrand himfelf was fent by the Conftitutional
King of the French, after the pefiqd'wflen that
concert, which is now charged, muft have
exifted, if it exifted at 2ll, with a letter from
the King of France, ekprefsly thanking his Ma-
jefty for the neutrality which he had uniformly
obferved. The fame faé is confirmed by the
concurring evidence of every perfon who knew
any thing of the plans of the king of Sweden in
17913 the orly fovereign who, I believe, &t

that
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that time meditated any hoftile meafures againft
France, and whofe utmoft hopes were exprefsly
" ftated to be, that England would not oppofe his
intended cxpedmon by all thofe, alfo, whoknew
any thing of the conduét of the Emperororthe King
of Pruffia; by the clear and decifive teflimony of
M. Chauvelin himfelf in his difpat&xes from hence
to the French Government, fince .publifhed by
their authority ; byevery thing which has occurred
fince the war; by the publications of Dumou-
rier; by the publications of Briffot ; by the faéts
that have fince come to light in America with
refpeét to the miffion of M. Genet; which thew
that hoftility againft this country was decided
on the part of France long before the period
when M. Chauvelin was fent from hence, Be-
fides this, the reduéltion of our peace eftablith-
ment in the year 1791, and continued to the
fubfequent year, is a fa&t from which the in-
ference is indifputable: a fa&t, which I am
afraid, fhews not only that we were not waiting
for the occafion of war, but that in our partiali_tf
for a pacific fyftem, we had indulged ourfelves
in 4 fond and ‘credulous fecwrity, which wifdom,

E and
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and difcretion would not have diftated. In ad-
dition to every other proof it is fingular enough,
that in a Decree, on the eve of the Declaration
of War on the part of France, it is exprefsly
ftated, as for the firft time, that England was then
departing from that fyftem of Neutrality/ which
Jke had hitherto obferved.

But, Sit, I will not reft merely on thefe tefti-
monies or arguments, however ftrong and decifive.
I-affert diftinétly and pofitively, and I have the
documents in my hand to prove it, that from the
middle of the year 1791, upon the firft rumour
of any meafure taken by the Emperor of Ger-
many, and till late in the year 1792, we not
only were no parties to any of the projeéts im-
puted to the Emperor, but, from the political
circumftances in which we then flood with
relation to that Court, we wholly declined all
communications with him on the fubje& of
France. To Prufia, with whom we were in
conneétion, and ftill more decifively to Holland,
with whom we were in clofe and intimate cor:
refpondence, we uniformly ftated our unalterable

refolu-
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refolution to maintain neutrality, and avoid in-
terference in the internal affairs of France, as
long as France fhould refrain from hoftile mea-
fures againft us and our Allies. No Minifter of
England had an); authority to treat with Forei;gn
States, even provifionally, for any warlike con-
cert, till after the battle of ]emappe} till a-pe-
riod fubfequent to the repeated provocations
which had been offered to us, and fubfequent
particularly to the Decree of Fratemity of the
19th of November; even then, to what obje&t
was ‘it that the concert which we withed to
eftablith, was to be direted? If we had then
rightly caft the true charafter of the French
Revolution, I cannot now deny that we fhould
have been better juftified in a very different con-
duét. But it is material to the prefent argument.to
declare what that conduét a&ually was, becaufe
it is of itfelf fufficient to confute all the pretexts
by which the advocates of France have {o long

laboured to perplex the queftion of Aggreflion.

At that period, Ruffia had at length con-
ceived,” as well as ourfelves, a natural and
E2 Juft



(28 )
juft alarm for the Balance of Europe, and'applie('l;

to us to learn our fentiments on the fubjeét. In
~ our anfwer to, this application we imparted ta
Ruffia the principles upon which we then atted,
and: we communicated this anfwer to Pruffia,
With whom we were conneted in defenfive alli-
ance. I will ftate fhortly the leading part of
thofe -principles. A difgatch was fent from Lord
Grenville to his Majefty’s Minifter in Ruﬁia,
dated the zgth,rgf‘ Decgmber, 1792, ftating a
defire to have an explanation fet on foot on the.
. fubjeét of the War with France. I will read the

material parts of it.

¢ The two leading peints en which fuch ex-

~
-

planation will naturally turn, are the line of

”
-

condu&'t}c) be followed previous to the com-
“ mencement of hoftilities, and with a view, if:

<

y

poffible, to avert them; and the nature and

-
Y

amnount of the forces which the powers en-,

¢

-

gaged in this concert might be enabled to-

&
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ufe, fuppofing fuch extremities unavoidable.
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« With refpe& to the firft, it appears on the
whole, fubje&t however to future confideration
and difcuflion with the other Powers, that the’
moft advifeable ftep to be taken would be, that
fufficient explanation fhould be had with the
Powers at War with France, in order to en-

“able thofe not hitherto engaged in the War to’

propofe to that Count;'y terms ‘of Peace. That
thefe terms fhould be, the withdra“)ing their
arms within the limits of the French territory;
the abandoning their couquefts; the refcinding
any aéts injurious to the Sovereignty or Rights
of any other Nations, and the giving in fome
public and unequivocal manner a pledge of
their intention no longer to-foment troubles,
or to excite difturbances againft other Go-
vernments. In return for thefe fipulations,
the different Powers of Europe, who fhould
be parties to this meafure, r_night engage to
abandon all meafures, or views of hoftility
againft France, or interference in their internal
affairs, and to maintain a correfpondence and

intercourfe of Amity with the exiﬂing'Powcrs

" in that Country, with whom fuch a Treaty

l’ 9 (13 mﬂ)’
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may be concluded. If, on the refult of this
propofal fo made by the Powers atting in
concert, thefe terms fhould not be accepted
by France, or being accepted, fhould not be
fatisfalorily performed, the different Powers
might then engage themfelves to each other
to enter into alive meafures, for the purpofe
of obtaining the ends in view; and it may be
to be confidered, whether, in fuch cafe, they
might not reafonably look to fome indemnity
for the expences and hazards to which they
would neceffarily be expofed.”

The difpatch then . proceeded to the fecond

pomt that of the Forces to be employed, on

which it is unneceflary now to fpeak,

Now, Sir, I would really atk any perfon who

has been, from the beginning, the moft defirous of

avoiding hoftilities, whether it js poffible to con-

ccive any meafure to be adopted in the fituation

in which we then ftood, which could more evi-

dently demonttrate our defire, -after repeated

provocations, to preferve Peace, on any' terms

confiftent
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confiftent with our fafety; or whethér any fenti-
ment could now be fuggefted which would have
more plainly marked our moderation, forbear-
ance, and fincerity? In faying this I am not
challenging the applaufe and approbation of my
Country, becaufe I muft now confefs that we
were too flow in anticipating that danger of
which we had, perhaps, even then fufficient ex-
perience, though far fhort, indeed, of that whieh
we now poflefs, and that we might even then
have feen, what faéts have fince but too incon-
teftably proved, that nothing but vigorous and
open hoftility can afford complete and adequate
fecurity againft Revolutionary principles, while
. they retain a proportion of power fufficient to

furnifh the means of War.

I will enlarge no farther on the Origin of the
War. I have read and detailed to you a {yftem
which was in itfelf a declaration of War again.ft
all Nations, which was fo intended, and which
has been fo applied, which has been exemplificd
in the extreme peril and hazard of almoft all who

for a moment have trufted to Treaty, and which
has
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has not at this hour overwhelmed Europe in one
indifcriminate ‘mafs of ruin, only becaufe: we
have not indulged, to a fatal extremity, that dif-
pofition, which we have however indulged too
far; becaufe we have not confented to truft to
profeflion and compromife, rather than to our
‘own valour and exertion, for fecurity againft a
fyftem, from which we never thall be delivered
till either the principle is extinguifhed; or til'l'its

ftrength is exhaufted.

1 might, Sir, if I found it neceffaty; enter inté
much detail upon this part of the fubjeét ; but
at prefent I'only beg leave” to exprefs my readi-
nefs at any time to enter upon it, when either my
own ftrength, or the patience'of the Houfe will
admit of it; but, I f'ay, without diftin€tion,
againft every Nation in Europe, and againft fome
out ‘of Europe, the Principle has been faithfully
applied. You cannot look at the Map of Eu-
rope, and lay your hand upon that Country
againft which France has not either declared an
open and aggreflive War, or violated fome pofi-

tive
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tive Treaty, or broken fome recognized principle
of the Law of Natiens.

This {ubjeét may be divided into various pe-
riods. ' There were fome ats of hoftility com-
mitted previous to the war with this country,
and very little indeed fubfequent to that decla~
ration, which' abjured the Jove of  conqueft.
The attackupon the Papal State, by the feizure
of Avignon, in 1791, was accompanied . with
fpecimens of all the vile arts and  petfidy that
ever difgraced a revolution. Avignon was fe-
parated from its lawful -fovereign, with whom
not even the pretence of quarrel exifted, and
forcibly incorperated in the tyranny of One and
Indivifible France. The fame fyftem led, in
the fame year, to an aggreffion againft the whole
German Empire, by the feizure of Porentrui,
part of the dominions of the Bifhop of Balle.
Afterwards, in 1792, unpreceded by any decla-
ration of war, ar any caufe of hoftility, and in
dirett violation of the folemn pledge to abftain
from conqueft, they made war againft the King of
Sardinia, by the feizure of Savoy, for the purpofe

F of
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of incorpc;rating it, in like manner, with France.
In the fame year, they had proceeded to the de-
claration of war againft Auftria, againft Pruffia,
and againft the German Empire, in which they
have been juftified only on the ground of a
rooted hoftility, -.combination, and league of fo-
vereigns, for the difmemberment of France’ I
fay, that fome of the documients; brought to fup-
‘port this pretence, are fpurious and falfe ; Ifay,
that eveén in thofe ‘that are not fo, -there is not
one word to prove the charge principally relied
wpon, that of an intention to effeét the difiiem-
berment of France, or to impofe upon it, by
force, any particular conftitution, I'fay, that as
far as we “have been able to trace what ‘paffed at
Pilnitz, the declaration there figned referred to
the imptifonment of Louis XV1. its immediate
view was to effect his deliverance, if a concert
fufficiently extenfive could be formed with ather
{overeigns, for that purpofe. It left the internal
ftate of France to be decided by the king re-
ftored to his liberty, with the free confent of the
fiates of his kingdem, and it did not contain

one
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tne  word. relative. to- the  difmemberment ‘of:
France.
~Inthe fL\bequexmt difcumons, which took‘_pface
in <1792, and which embraced at the fame time,

all-the. other points of jealoufy which had arifen
bct\\ecn the two Countries, the. decla;*atxon of
Pilnitz  was r«.ferred to, and explau;e_d on
the part of Auftria in a-manner precifély con-
formable to what.I have now ﬁated' and - the
amicable explanations whxch took place,t» both
on this fubjett and on all the matters in dxfpute,
will be found in the official correfpondence he-
tween the two Courts which has been made pub-
lic; and it will be found alfo that as long-as the
negociation continued to be conduéted through
M. Delcflart, then I\Iiniﬁer for Foreign Affairs,
there was a great profpeét that thofe difcuffions
would be amicably terminated ; but it is noto-
rious, and has fince been clearly proved on the
authority of Brifot himfelf, that the Violent
party in Franée confidered fuch an iffue of the
negociation as likely to be fatal to their prOJe&s
and thouo‘ht, to ufe his own words, that % war

FQ was
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was neceffary to confolidate the revolution.”
For the exprefs purpofe of producing the war;
they excited a popular tumult in Paris ; they
infifted upon and obtained the difmiffal of M.
Deleffart. . A new Minifter was appointed
in his reom, the tone of the negociation was
immediately changed, and an ultimatum was,
fent to the Emperor, fimilar to that which was
afterwards fent to this' country, affording him
no fatisfaftion on his juft grounds of complaint,
and requiring him, under ‘thofe circumftances,
to difarm. ‘The firft events of the conteft prov-
ed how mueh more France was prepared for
war than Aufiria, and" afford a ftrong confirma-
tion of -the propofition which I maintain, that
no offenfive intention was entertained on the
part of the latter power.

War was then declared againft Auftria; a war
which I ftate to be a war of aggreffion on the part
of France. The King of Pruffia had declared, that
he fhould confider war againft the Emperor or
Empire as war againft himfelf. He had declared,
(hat as a Co-cltate of the Empire, he was deter.

. mined
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mined to defend their rights ; that, as an Ally of
the Emperor, he would fupport him te the utmoft
againft any attack ; and that, for the fake of: his
own dominions, he felt himfelf called upon' to
refift the progrefs of French principles, and to
maintain the balance of power in Europe.  With
this notice before them, France declared war
upon the Emperor, and the war with Pruflia
was the neceflary confequence of this aggreflion,
both againft the Emperor and the Empire.

The war agaiaft the king of Sardinia follows
next.  The declaration of that war was the
feizure of Savoy, by an invading army;~—and on
what ground? On that which has been ftated
already; they had found out, by fome light of
nature, that the Rhine and the Alps were the na-
tural limits of France. Upon that ground Savoy
was feized ; and Savoy was alfo incorporated
with France.

Here finifhes the hiftory of the: wars in
svhich France was engaged, antecedent to the
war with Great Britain, with Holland, and

: with
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with Spain. - Witli refpef toSpain, we have feeit
nothing in any partof its condné& which leads
us to fufpect, that either attachment to religion;
or the ties of confanguinity, or regard to the an-
cient fyftem of Europe, was likely to induce
that Court to eonnet itfelf in -offenfive war
againft France. The war was evidently and in-

conteftably begun by I'rance againft Spqin.

. The cafe of Holland is fo fréfh in €véry man's
réeolletion, and fo conneéted with the immediate
caufes of: the war with this country, that it can-
not require one word of ebfervation. . What fhall
I fay thenon thé‘;pafe of Portugal? I canniotindeed
fay, that Franee  ever declared war againit that
country, [can hardly fay even that fhe ever made
war, but the. required them to make a treaty of
peace, as if they had been at war:, fhe obliged
them to- purchafe that treaty ;  fhe broke it as
foon as it was purchafed; and fhe had originally
no other ground of comp]aint than this,~that
Portugal had performed, theugh inadequately,
the engagéments: of -its ancient. defenfive’ alli<
ance with tliis country, in: the :charatter. of an

auxiliary ;
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auxiliary ; a conduét ‘which cannot of it{elf makc
any power a prmcxpal in a war,

I have now enumerated all the nations at war
at that period, with the exception only of Naples.
It can hardly be neceflary to call to the recol-
le&tion of the Houfe, the'chara&eriftic feature
of revolutionary principles which was fhewn,
even at this early period, in the perfonal infult
offered to the King of Naples, by the Commander
of a French fquadron, riding uncontrouled in the
Mediterranean, and (while.our Fleets were yet
unarmed) threatening deftruétion to all the coaft
of Italy,

It was not till a confiderably later period, that
almoftall the other Nations of Europe found them-
felves equally involved in a€tual hoftility: but
it is not a little material to the whole of my
argument, compared with the ftatement of the
Learned GentleQn_an, and with that contained in
the French note, to examine at what period
this hoftility extended itfelf, It extended itfelf,
in the courfe of 1796, to the States of Ttaly which

had
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had hitherto been exempted fronvit: « In 1797 it
hadended in the deftruétionof moftof them; ithad
ended in the virtual depofition of the King of Sar-
dinia; it had ended in theconverfion of Genoa and
Tufcany into Democratic Republics ; 1t had
jcnded in the revolution of Venice, in the viola-
tion of treaties with the new Venitian Republic;
and finally, in transferring that very Republic, the
creature and vaflal of France, to the Dominion of
Auftria.

I obferve from the geftures of fome Honour-
able Gentlemen, that they think we are pre-
cluded from the ufe of any argument founded
on this laft tranfation. I already hear them
faying, that it was. as criminal in Auftria to
receive as it was in France to give. Iam far
from defending or palliating the conduét of
Auftria upon this occafion, But.becaufe Auftria,
unable at laft to contend with the arms of France,
was forced to accept an unjuft and infuffi-
cient indemnification for the conquefis France had
made from it, are we to be debarred from ftating
what, on the part of France, was not merecly

3 . an
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an unjuft acquifition, but, an aét of the groffeft
and moft aggravated perfidy and cruelty; and
one of the moft firiking fpecimens of that fyftem
which has been uniformly and indifétiuﬁnately
applicd to all the: countries which France has
had within its grafp.  This only can be faid in
vindication of - France, (and it is ftill more a
vindication of Auftria) that, pratically fpsakxn
if there is any part of this tranfaétion for which
Venice itfelf has reafon to be grateful, it can only
be for the permiffion to exchanve the embraces
of French fraternity for what is called the defpo-
tifm of Vienna. - -

Let thefe falls, and thefe dates, be compared
with what we have heard. The Honourable
Gentleman has told us, and the Author of
the Note from France ha} told us alfo, that
all the French conquefts were producéd by the
operatioris of the Allies. It was, when they
were prefled on all fides, when their own
Territory was in danger, when their own In-
dependence was in queftion, when the Confede-

racy appeared too ftrong; it was then they
G ufed
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ufed the means with which their power and
‘their gourage furnithed them; and, “ attacked
iipon all fides, they carried every where their
defenfive arms.”* I do ‘not With fo mifré-
prefent the Ledmed Géntleman, but T un-
derftood” him to fpeak of this fentiment with
approbation: the fentiment itfelf is this, that if
a nation is unjultly attacked in any one quar-
ter by others, fhe cannot ﬁo‘p to confider by
whom, but muft find means of firength in
" other quarters, no matter where; and is jufti-
fied in attacking, in her turn, thofe with Wwhotn
the is at Peace, and from whom fhe has re-
* ceived no fpecies of provecation.
'

Sir, I hope I have already proved, ina great
meafure, that no fuch attack was made upon
France; but, if it was made, I maintain that
the whole ground on which that argument is
founded cannot be tolerated. In the name ‘of
the Laws of Nature and Nations, in the name of
every thing that is facred and honourable, ¥

g * Vide M. Talleyrand’s Note. 4
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demur to that plea, and I tell that Honourable
and Learned Gentleman, that he yould do well,
to logk again into the Law of Nations, before
he ventures to come to this Houfe, to give the
fanétion of his authority to fo dreadful and ex-
-ecrable 2 fyftem.

[Mr: Erfkine here faid, acrofs the Houfe, that
ke had never maintained fuch @ propofition.]

Mr. Pitt.—I ceftainly underftood ‘this to be
diftinétly the tenor of the Learned Gentleman’s
argument, but as he tells me he did not ufeit,
I take it for granted he did not intend to ufe
it; ¥ rejoice that he did not ; but at leaft then I
have a right to expe&, that the Learned Gen-
tleman ‘fhould now transfer to the French Note
fome of the indignation which he has hitherto
lavifhed uiygn the declarations of this Country.
This -princ;iple, which the Learned Gentleman
difclaims, the French Note avows; and I con-
tend, ‘without the fgar of contradiftion, it is the
principle upon which France has uniformly
afted. But while the Learned Gentleman dif-

% G 2 claims
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claims this propofition, he certainly will ‘admit,
that he has himfelf aflferted, and maintained in
the whele courfe of his argument; that the preflure
of the' War upon France, impofed upon her the
neceflity of thofe exettions which produced moft
of the Enormitiesof the Revolution,and moft of the
Enormities praétifed againft the other countries
of Europe. Let us examine this propofition as
thus explained. The Houfe will recolle&, that, in
the year 1796, when all thefe horrors in Italy were
beginning, which are the firongeft illufirations
of the general charater of the French Revo-
lution, we had begun that negociation to which
the Learned Gentleman has referred.  England
then poflefled numerous conquefts; England,
though not having at that time had the ad-
vantage of three of her moft fplendid vi&gries,
England, even then, appeared undifputed Mif-
trefs of the Sea; England, having then ingroffed
the whole wealth of .the Colonial World ; Eng-
+Jand, having loft nothing of its original - pof-
feflions; England then comes forward, pro-
pofing general Peace, and otfering—what?» offer-
ing the furrender of all that it had acquired, in

order
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order to obtain —what ? not the difmemberment,
not the ‘partition of ancient France, but the re-
turn of ‘a part of thofe conquefts, no one of
which could be retained, but in dire& contra-
diétion to that original and folemn plédgé which
is now referred to, as the proof of the juft and
moderate difpofition of the' French Republic.
Yet, even this offer was not fuflicient to procure
Peaée, or to arreft the progrefs of France in
her defenfive operatzons agamﬁ other unoffending
Countries. From the pages, however, of the
Learned Gentleman’s Pamphlet (which, after
all its* Editions, is now frefher in his memory
than in that of any other perfon in this Houfe,
or in the Country), he is furnithed with an
argument, ' on the refult of the negociation,
on which he appears confidently to rely. He
maintains, that the fingle point on wvhi;:h the
Negociation was broken ‘off, was the queftion
of the poffeflion of the Auftrian Netherlands ;
and that it is, therefore, on that ground only,
that the War has, fince that time, been con-
tinued. - When this fubjeét was before under
difcuffion, I ftated, and I fhall ftate again, (not-

with-
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withftanding the Learned Gentleman’s accufas
tion .of my having endeavoured to thift the
queftion from its true point) that the queftion,
then at iffue, was not, whether the Netherlands
thould, in faét, be reftored ; though even on that
queftion I am not, like the Learned Gentle-
man, unprepared to give any opinion, I am
ready to fay, that to leave that té}jr,itgry.in the
pofleflion of France would be obvioufly danger-
ous te the interefts of this Country, and is incon-
fitent with the peolicy which it has uniformly
purfued, at every period in which it has con-
cerned itfelf in the general fyftem of the Con-
tinent ; but it was not on the decifion of this
queftion of expediency and policy, that ‘the
iffuc of the Negociation then turned ; what was
required of us by France was, not merely
that 'we fhould acquiefce in her retaining the
Netherlands, but, that,as a prelimingry to all
treaty, and before entering upon the difcuffion
of terms, we fhould recognize the principle,
that whatever France, in time of War, had
ainexed to the Republic muft remain infepa-

rable for ever, and couyld not become the fub-
{ .je&t
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ject of Negociation. 1 fay, that, in refufing
fuch a prelimindry, we were only refifting the
claimof France, to arrogate to itfelf the power
of controlling, by its own feparate and muni-
cipal ‘alls, fthe rights -and intetefts of other
‘countries, and moulding, at its difcretion, &
fiew and general code of'the Law of Nations.

In reviewing the iffuc of this Negoéiation, -it
is ‘important to eobferve, that Trance, who ‘be-
.gan by “abjuring alove of conqueft, was defir-
ed to.give up mothing of hér own, noteven o
give up all that {he had conquered ; that it was
offered to her-to recetve back all that,had been
conquered from her ;-and - when fher¢jeéied the
negociation ‘for peace 'upon thefe grounds, -are
we then to be told -of the wunrelenting hofiility
of ‘the Combined ‘Powers, for which France
wds' to revenge ‘itfelf upon other ‘countries, and
which is to juftify the fubverfion - of every efta-
‘blifhed govérnment, and'the deftruttion  of pro-
perty,’ religion, ‘ard domeflic comfort, from one
‘end -of Italy-to'the other? Such was the effett
of the war-againft Modena, -againft Genoa,

againft
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againft Tufcany, againft Venice, againft Rome,
and againft' Naples, all of which fhe engaged in,
or profecuted, fubfequent to this very period.

After this, in the year 1797, Aulftria had made
peace, England and its Ally; Portugal, (from
whom we could expett little aétive affiftance,
but whom we felt it our duty to defend) alone
remained in the war. = In that fituation, under
the preflure of neceflity, which I fhall not dif-
guife, we made another aftempt to negociate.
In 1797, Pruffia, Spain, Aufiria, Naples, hav-
ing fucceflively made peace, the Princes of
Italy having been deftroyed, France having fur-
rounded itfelf, in almoft every part in which it
is not furrounded by the fea, with Revolutionary
Republics, England made another offer of a
different nature. It was not now a demand
that France fhould reftore any thing,: Auftria
having made a peace upon her own terms,
England had nothing to require with regard to
her Allies, the afked no reftitution of the do-
minions added to France in Europe. So far
from retaining any thing French out of Europe,

10 we
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we freely offered them all, demanding only, as
a poor compenfation, to retain a part of what '
we had acquired by arms, from ‘Holland, then
identified with France. This propofal alfo, Sir,
was proudly refufed, ina way which the Learn<
ed Gentleman himfelf has not attempted to juf-
tify, of which indeed be has fpoken with detefta:
tion. I'wifh,fince he has not finallyabjured his duty
in this Houfe, that that deteftation” had been
.exprefled at an earlier period, that he had mixed
his own voice with the general voice of his

country on the refult of that negociation.

Let us look at the conduét of Frahce imme-
diately fubfequent to this period., She had
fpurned at the offers of Great Britain, fhe had
reduced her continental enemies to the neceflity
of accepting a. precarious peace, the had (in
{pite of thofe pledges repeatedly made and uni-
formly violated) furrounded herfelf by new con=
quefts, on cvery part of her frontier but one;
that one was Switzerland. The firft effeét of
being relieved from the war with Auftria, of
being fecured againft all fears of continental

H invafion



( 50 )

invafion on the ancient teritory of France, was
their unprovoked attack againft this unoffending
and  devoted country. - Fhis was one of - the
fcenes which fatisfied even thofe who were the
moft ncredulous, that France had thrown off
the matk; < if indecd fhe had ever worn it.” * = It
ceﬂe&éd, in one view, many of the charatter-
iftic featares of that revolutionary fyftern which
I have endeavoured to trace, the perfidy which
alone réndered their arms fuccefsful, the pretext
of ‘which they availed themfelves to produce
divifion and prepare the entrance of Jacobinifm
in thatcountry, the propofal of armiftice, oneof the
known and regular engines of the Revolution,
which was, as ufaal,; the immediate prelude to’
military execution; attended with cruelty and bar-
barity, of which ‘there are few examples: all
thefe ‘are’ known to the world. ' The country
they attacked was one which had long been
the faithful ally of France, which, inftead of
giving caufe of jealoufy to any other power, had
been, for ages, proverbial for the fimplicity and

* Vide Speeches at the Whig-Club,
in
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innocence of its manners, and which had ac-
quired and - preferved the efteem of all the na-
tions of Europe; which had almoft, by the com-
mon confent of ‘mankind, been exempted from
the found of war, and marked out asa Land of
Gofhen, fafe and untouched 'in the midft of fur-
roundmg calamities.

Look then at the fate of Switzerland, at the
circumftances which led to its deftruftion, add
this inftance to  the catalogue of = aggreffion
againft all Europe, and then tell me, whether
the fyftem I have defcribed has not been profe-
cuted. with an' unrelenting fpirit, which eannat
be fubdued in adverfity, which cannot be ap-
peafed in profperity, which neither folemn -pro-
feflions, nor the general law of nations, nor the
obligation of treaties, (whether previous to the
revolution or fubfequent to it) could. reftrain
from the fubverfion of every flate into which,
either by force or fraud, their arms could pene-
trate. Then tell me, whether the difafters of
Europe are to be charged upon the provocation
of this country and its allies, or on the inherent

H2 principle
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principle ‘of the French Revolution, of which

- the natural refult produced fo much ‘mifery. and
w 2 3

carnage in France, and’ carried defolation and

terror over fo large a portion of the world.

Sir, much as I have now ftated I have not
finithed the catalogue. America almoft as'much
gs Switzerland, perhaps, contributed to that
change'wlﬁch has taken place in the minds of
thofe who were originally partial to the principles
of the French Government. ' The hoftility againft
America followed a long courfe of neutrality ad-
hered to, under the ftrongeft provocations, or ra-
ther of repeated’ compliances to France,” with
which we might well have been diffatisfied. It
was on the face of it, unjuft and wanton;’ and it
was accompanied by thofe inftances of fordid cor-
raption which fhocked and difgufted even the
.enthufiaftic admirers of revolutionary purity; and
threw a new light on the genius of Revolution-
ary'Government.

After this, it remains only fhortly to remind
Gentlemen of the aggre(ﬁon againft, Egypt; not

3 &H ormttmg,
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omitting, - however, to notice the capture of
Malta, sin the way ta Egypt. Inconfiderable as
thiat ifland may be thBught, compared with the
fcenes we have witneffed, let it be remembered,
that it is an Ifland of which the government had
long been recognized by every ftate of Europe,
againft which France pretended no caufe of wan,
and whofe independance was as dear to itfelf and
as facred as that of any country in Europe. It was
in faét not unimportant from its local fituation to
the other powers of Europe, but in propor.ti_o;l as
any man may diminifh its importance, the inftance
will only ferve the more to illuftrate and confirm
the propofition which I have maintained.—The
all-fearching eye of the French Revolution looks
to every part of Europe, and every quarter of
the World, in which can be found an objett
cither of acquifition or plunder. - Nothing is too
great for the temerity of its ambition, nothing too
fmall or infignificant for the grafp of its rapacity.
From hence Bonaparte and his Army proceded to
Egypt. The attack was made, pretences were
held out to the Natives of that Country in the
name of the French King, whom they had mur-

dered;
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dered ; they pretended to-have the approbation
«of the Grand Seignior, whofe Territories they were
violating ; their projet s carried on under the
profeflion of a zeal for Mahometanifim; it was

carried on by proclaming that France had been
: reconciled to the Muflulman Faith, had abjured
that of Chriftianity, or as he in his impious lan-
guage termed it, of the Sect of the Meffiak.

The only plea which they have fince held out to »
colour this atrocious Invafionof a neutral and
friendly territory, is that it was the road to at-
tack the Englith power in India: It is moft un-
queftionably true, that this was one and a princi-
pal caufe of this unparalleled outrage ; but ano-
ther, and an equally fubftantial caufe, (as ap-
pears by their own ftatements,) was the divi-
fion and partition of the territories of ~what
they thought a falling Power. ' It is impofii-
ble to difmifs this fubje€& without obferving
that this attack againft Egypt was accompanied
by an attack. upon- the Britifh Poffeffions in
India, made on true revolutionary principles. In
Europe, the propagation- of -the principles of

France
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France had uniformly ‘prepared the way for - the
progrefs of its arms, . To India,- the lovers of
Peace had fent the Meflengers of Jacobini{m,
for the purpofe of inculcating War in thofe dif-
tatit regions, on Jacobin principles,and of forming
Jacobin Clubs, which they attually fucceeded in
eftablithing, and which in moft refpe&ts refembled
the European model, but which were diftin-
gixifhed by this peculiarity, that they were re-
quired to fwear in one breath, katred to Tyranny,
the love of Liberty, and the deflruction of all
Kings and Sovereigns, except the good and faith-
Sul Ally of the Fremch Republic, CITIZEN
TIPPOO.

What then was the nature of this fyftem ?
Was it any thing but what I have ftated it to be?
an infatiable love of aggrandizement, an impla-
cable fpirit of deftruétion direfted againt all the
civil and religious inftitutions of every country.
This is the firft moving and aéting fpirit of the
French Revolution'; this is the fpirit which ani-
mated it at its birth, and this is the {pirit which
will not ‘defert it till the moment of its diffolu-

tion,
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tion, “ which grew with its groxirth; which
ﬁrengthened with its—ft‘ngth,” but which has
not abated under its misfortunes, nor declined in
its decay ; it has been invariably the fame .in
every pcriod, operating more or.lefs, according
as accident or circumftances might aflift it; but
it has been inherent in the Revolution in all its
ftages, it has equally belonged to Briflot, to
Roberfpierre; to Tallien, to Reubel, to Barras,
and to every one of the Leaders of the Direttory,
but to none more than to Bonapate, in whom
now all their powers are united. What are its
charaters? Can it be accident that produced-
them ? No, it is only from the alliance of the moft
horrid principles, with the moft horrid means,
that fuch mifeties conld have been brought upon
Europe. It is this paradox which we. muft
always keep in mind when we are difcufling
anquueftibn relative to the effeéts of the French
Revolution, Groaning under. every degree of
mifery, the vittim of its own crimes, and as I
once before ‘expreffed it in -this Houfe, ‘afking,
p’ardor‘yof God and of Man:for the miferies
which it has bropght upon itfelf and others;

i France
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France fill retains, (while it has neither left
means of comfort, nor:almoft of fubfiftence to its
own inhabitants,) new’and unexampled means
of annoyance and deftrution againft’ all the
other Powers of Europe. :

" Its firft fundamental principle was to bribe
the poor againft the rich, by propofing to transfer
into new hands, on the delufive notion of
Equality, and in breach of every principle of
juftice, the whole property of the Country; the
prattical application of this principle was to
devote the whole of that Property to indif-
criminate plunder, and to make it the foundation
of a Revolutionary fyftem of Finance, produttive
in proportion to the mifery and ~ defolation
which it created. It has been accompanied
by an unwearied {pirit of Prolelytifm, diffufing
itfelf over all the Nations of the Earth ; a {pirit
- which can apply itfelf to all' circumftances and
all fituations, which can furnith a lift of griev-
ances, and hold out a promife of redrefs equally
to all nations, which infpired the teachers of
French Liberty with the hope .of alike recom-

: & nmending
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mending themfelves to thofe sho live under -
tixe feudal code of the German Empire; to the
various States of Italy, under all their different
inftitutions; to the old Republicans of Holland,
and to the new Republicans of America} to the
Catholic of Ireland, whom it was to deliver from
Proteftant ufurpation ; to the Proteftantof Switzer-
land, whom it was to deliver from Popifh fuper-
ftition ; and to the Nqufulxr{an of Egypt, whom
it was to.deliver from Chriftian perfecution; to
the remote Indian, blindly bigotted to his an-
cient inftitutions; and to the Natives of Great
Britain, enjoying the perfeftion of prattical free-
dom,v and juftly attached to their conftitution,
from the joint refult of habit, of reafon, and of
experience. The laft and diftinguithing fea-
ture is a perfidy which nothing can bind, which
no tie of Treaty, no fenfe of the principles ges
nerally received among Nations, no abligation,
Human or divine, can reftrain. Thus qualiﬁed
thus armed for defirution, the genius of the
French Revolutlon marched forth, the terror
and dlﬁnay of the -World. Every Natmn has
m 1ts turn been the thnefs, many have beea

8 the
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the vi€tims of its principles, and it is left for us
to decide, ‘whether we ‘will éofnpromife'with
fuch a danger, while we have yet refources
to fupply the finews of War, while the heart
and {pirit of the Country is yet unbroken, and
while we have the means ‘of calling forth and
fupporting a powerful co-operation in Eurépe.
v
* Much more might be faid on this part of the
fubjeét ; but if what I have faid already is a
_faithfﬁl', though only an imperfeét fketch' of thofe
excefles and outrages, which even Hiftory
itfelf will hereafter be unable fully to record,
and a juft reprefentation of the principle and
fource from which they origin;.ltt?d ; will any
man fay that we ought to accept a precarious fecu-
rity againft fo tremendous a danger? much more
willhe pretend, after the experience of all that has
paffed, in the different ftages of the Fren:d{ Revo-
luEion, that we ought to be deterred f;ofr_) ‘p_ro‘-
bing this great queftion to the bottom, and from
examining, without ceremony or difgui(e, whe-
ther thé'change which has rcc¢_ent]y takcnrpﬂlace-
*in France is fufficient now to gi\:e fec{xrity, not

12 againft
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againft a common danger, but againft fuch-a:
danger as that which I have defcribed.,

In examining this part of the fubje, let
it be remembered, ,thag there is one other
charafleriftic of the French Revolution, as
firiking as its dreadful and deftruftive prin-
ciples, I mean the inftability of its govern-
ment, which has been of itfelf fufficient to de-
firoy all reliance, if any fuch reliance could, at
any time, have been placed on the good faith of
any of its rulers. Such has been the incredible
rapidity with which the revolutions in France
have fucceeded each other, that I believe the
names of thofe who have fucceffively exercifed
abfolute power, under the pretence of Liberty,
are to be numbered by the years of the revolu-.
tion, and each of the new conftitutions, which
under the fame pi'etence,,has, in its turn, been
impofed by force on France, every one of which
elike was founded upon principles which pro-
fefled to be univerfal, and was intended to be
eftablihed and perpetuated among all the
nations of the carth{—Ea_ch of thefe will be

: : found,
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found, upon an average, to’ have had abont two
years, as ‘the period of its duration.
Under this revolutionary fyﬁém, accompa-
nied with this perpetual fluétuation and change,
both in the form of the government and in
the perfons of the rulers, what is the fecurity
which ‘has hitherto exifted, and ‘what néew
fecurity is now offered? Before an anfwer
is given to this queftion, let me fum up the
hiffory of all the revolutionary governments
of France, and of their charafters in relation
to other powers, in words more emphatital
than any which I could ufe—the memora-
ble words pronounced, on the eve of this
laft conftitution, by the orator* who was fe-
le€ted to report to an affembly, furrounded
by a file of grenadiers, the new form of
liberty which it was deftined to enjoy under
the aufpices of - General Bonaparte. From
this reporter, the mouth and organ of the

* Vide Speech of Boulay de la Meurthe, in the Council of
Five Hundred, at St. Cloud, 19th Brumaire, (9th Nov'1799.
new
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new !government, we learn this important

leflon: <. It is eafy to conceive, why peace
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was not concluded before the eflablifment
of - the confiitutional “government. The only
government which then ezified, deferibed iifelf
as revolutionary ; it was in fact only ‘the ty-

ranny of afew men who were Jfoon overthrown

. by others, and it confequently prefented no fla-

bility of principles or of views, no Security
etther with refpect to men or with refpect to
things. i 2L R

« It fhould. feem. that that fability and that

<< fecurity ought fo have exificd from the efla-
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blifkment, and as the eflect, of = the confirtu-
tional fyflem ;s and yet they did not exift more,

“ perhaps  even lgfs, than they had done bfore.

In truth, we did make fome partial treaties;
we figned a continental peace, and a gene-
ral c};pgrq/fc was held to confirm it Vbz;t thefe
trealies, ﬂg‘eﬁz diplomatic cngfeljenées, appear
to have been the Jource of a new war, more
inveterate and mare bloody than before, "

»

Before.
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.. % Before the ‘18th Fructidor (4th Septentber}

€

of the 5th year, the French goveriment exhis
¢ bited to foreign nations fo uncertain an exifi-
“ ance, that they refufed to treat with it. After
¢ _this great event, the whole power was abforbed

[

-

inthe Directory’; the legiflative body cun hard-
“ Iy be fuid to have exyied ;. treaties of . peace

<

o

were broken, and war: carried cvery. where,

-

¢ without. that body having any jhare in;tho/e

“

< meafures. The fume Directory, afier having

-

< intimidated all Europe, and defiroyed,.at its

(3

-

pleafure, feveral governments, neither knowing
“-how to make peace or war, or how even to
“ eflablifh itfelf, was overturned by a breuth, on
< -{lze 13th Prairial (18th Junc), to make room
« for other men, influenced perhaps by different
¢ vicws, or who might. be governed by different
« principles.

£ ]udéing, t[lt’ll; onl_y‘ Jrom notar:[qus f‘acts,
“ the Frcézc/p governbmtt- muft  be confidered, as
¥ exhébz't;’r;;,r notlu';zgl_ﬁrcd, neither in refpect to
« men or to‘tlzz'n:gs.” Here, then, is the picture,
down to the peried of> the daft revolution, of

e d the
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the ftate of France, under all its fucceflive go-
vernments !

Having taken a view of what it was, let us now
examine what it is. In the firft place, we fee, as
has been truly ftated, a change in the defcrip-
tion and form of the fovereign authority; a fu-
preme power is placed at the head of this no-
minal Republic, with a more open avowal of
military defpotifim than at any former period ;
with a more open and undifguifed abandon-
ment of the names and pretences under which
that defpotifim long attempted to conceal itfelf,
The different inflitutions, republican in- their
form and appearance, which were before the
inftruments of that defpotifm, are now anni-
hilated ; they have given way to the abfolute
power of one man, concentrating in himfelf all
the authorityof the fate, and differing from1 other
monarchs only in this, that (as my Honourable
Friend * truly flated it) he wields a fword in-
ftead of a fceptre. 'What then is. the confidence

* Mr, Canning,
we
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we are to derive either from thé’framé -of/ the
government, or from ' the charalter *and “patt
condu&t of the perfon who is now the abfolute
ruler of : France? imtnn iazils (ahs

Had we feen a' man of whom we' had ‘no
previous knowledge fuddenly invefted with :the
fovereign authority of the country;; invefted with
the power of taxation, with the - poweér of:/the
fword, the power of war and - peace; thesun-
limited power of 'commanding :the: refources,
of difpofing of: the lives and fortunes:of revery
man in'France; if we had feen,!at the ‘fame
moment, all the inferior ' machincry ofd the ire-
volution, which, under the variety of fucceflive
thocks, had kept the fyftem ‘in motion, ftill re-
maining entire, all that, by requifition and’ plun-
der, had given aétivity to- the revolationary fyf-
tem of finance, and had furnifhed the means-of
creating ‘an army, by converting every man, who'
was of age to bear ‘arms, into a.‘fol'di‘ei', not
for the defence of his own country but for the'
{ake of carrying unprovoked war into furrounding;

K countries ;
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countries ; if 'we had feen all the fubordinate in=
ftruments of . Jacobin .power fubfifting in their
full; force, and retaining (to ufe the French
phrafe) all their original organization; and had
then obferved this fingle change in the con-
dutt of their affairs, that there was now one
man, with no rival to'thwart his meafures, ng
colleague to’ divide his: powers, no ¢council to
controul-his operations, no liberty of fpeaking
or writing, no expreflion ot public opinion to
check or: influencé his conduét; under fuch
circumftances, fhould we be wrong to paufe,
or:wait. ‘for: the eviderce of faéts and: expe-
rience; before we confented to truft our fafety
to the forbearance of a fingle: man, in, fuch a
fituation, and: to relinquifh thofe means of de-
fence which have hitherto carried us fafe through
all the ftorms of the: revolution? if we were to
afk. what are the principles and charatter of
this - ftranger, to whom Fortune has {fuddenly
committed the concerns of a great and powers
ful nation 3, ool .

But
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But is this the aftual ftate ‘of the prefent
Queftion 2 Are we talking of a-ftranger of whom'
we have heard nothing? No, Sir: we - havel
heard of him; we, and Europe, and the world,
have heard both of him and of the fatellites by
whom he is furrounded. - Anditis impoffible to
difcufs fairly the propriety of any anfwer which
could be returned to'his overtures of negociation,
without taking into confideration the inferences
to be drawn from his perfonal charatter and
condu&t. I know it is the fathion with fome
gentlemen to reprefent any reference to topics
of this nature as invidious and irritating ; but the
truth is, that they arife ‘unavoidably out of the
very nature of the queftion. Would it have been
poflible for Minifters to difcharge their duty, in
offering their advice to their Sovereign, either for
accepting or declining negociation, without.
taking into their account the reliance to be:
placed on the difpofition and the principles’ of
the perfon, on Wwhofe ‘difpofition and . principles,
the fecurity to be obtained by treaty muft, in the
prefent circumitances, principally depend:  or.

would
K 2 :
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would they aé honeftly or candidly towards Par-
liament ‘and ‘towards the Country, if, having
been guided by thefe confiderations, they forbore
to flate p’{lblicly and diftintly, the real grounds
which have influenced their decifion; and if,
from a falfei delicacy and ‘groundlefs timidity,
they purpofely declined an 'examination of a point,
the ‘moft effential towards enabling Parliament
to form'a juft’ determination on fo important a

fubje&t2

. What 6pinion, then, are we led to form of the
pretenflons of the Conful to thofe particular quali-
ties which, iri'the Official Note, are reprefented as
affording'us, from his perfonal charatter, the fureft
pledge of peace ? we are told this is his fecond ai--
tempt at general'pacification. Let us {ee, fora mo-
mient, how this fecond attempthas been conduéted.
There'is, thdeed, as the Learned Gentleman has
faid; a word'in the firft Declaration which refers to
general peace; and which ftates this to be the fe-
cond time in’ which the Conful has endeavoured to
zccomplifli-that objeét.: ;We thought fit, for the

b ; reafons :
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reafons which have been afligned, to decline
altogether the propofal of treating, under the
prefent circumftances, but we, at the fame time,.
expreflly ftated, that, whenever the moment

for treaty fhould arrive, we would in no cafe
treat, but in conjunétion with our Allies. Our

general refufal to negociate at the prefent mo-
ment did not prevent the Conful from renew-
ing his overtures; but were theyrenewed for
the purpofe of general pacification? Though
he had hinted at general peace in the terms of
his firt Note; though we had fhewn, by our
an{wer, that we deemed negociation, even for
general peace, at this moment, inadmiffible ;
though we added, that, even at any futurc pe-
riod, we would treat only in conjunétion with
our Allies; what was the propofal contained
in his laft Note ?—to treat not for general peace,
but for a feparate peace between Great Britain

\

and France. 3

Such .was the fecond attempt to effeft ge-:
neral pacification: a propofal for a Jfeparate
treaty with great Britain.—What had been the -

firfe?
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firft? the conclufion of a feparate treaty with
Aufirta; and, in addition to this fa&, there are two
anecdotes conneéted with the conclufion of that
feparatz treaty, which are fufficient toilluftrate the
difpofition of this pacificator of Europe. This very
treaty of Campo Formio was oftentatioufly profef”
fed to be concluded with the Emperor for the pur
pofe of enabling Bonaparte to take the command
of the Army of England, and to diétate a feparate
peace with this Country on the banks of the
Thames. But there is this additional circumftance,
fingular beyond all conception; confidering that we
are now referted to the treaty of Campo Formio a$’
a proof of the perfonal difpofition of the Conful to
general peace; he fent his two confidential
and chofen friends, Berthier and Monge, char’ged
to communicate to the Direftory this treaty of
Campo Tormio; to announce to tilem, that
one enemy was humbled, that the war ‘wifh
Auftria was terminated, and, therefore, that
now was th¢ moment to profecute their opera-
tions againft this Country; they ufed, on this,
occafion, the memorable words, < the Kingdom

. § o
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of Great Britain and the French Republic cannot
exift together” This, I fay, was the folemn
declaration of the depaties and. ambaffadars of
Bonaparte himfelf, offering to the Direftory the
firlt fruits of this firft attempt at general pacifica-

tion.

So much for his difpofition towards genera}
paciﬁcation 3 let us look next at the part he has
taken in the different ftages of the French revo-
lution, and let us then judge whether we are to
look to him, as the fecurity againt revolution-
afy principles; let us determine what reliance
we can place on his engagements with other
countries, when we fee how he has obferved
his engagements to his own. = When the con-
ftitution of the third year was eftablifhed under
Barras, that conftitution was impofed by the
arms of Bonaparte, then commangding the Army.
of the Triumverate, in Paris. To that conftitu.
tion he then {wore fidelity.. How often he has
repéated the fame oath I know not, but twice,
at leaft, we know that he has not only repeated

it
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it himfelf, but tendered it to others, under cir-

cumftances too ftriking not to be ftted.

Sir, the Houfe cannot have forgbttcn the re-
volution of the 4th of September, which pro-
duced the difmiffal of Lord Malmfbury from
Lifle. How was that revolution procured ? It
was procured chicfly by the promife of Bona-
parte (in the name of his army), decidedly to
fupport the Direftory in thofe meafures which
led to the infringement and violation of “every
thing that the authors of the conftitution of
1795, or its adherents, could confider as funda-
mental, and which eftablithed a fyftem of defr
potifm inferior only to that now ‘reatized in his
own perfon. Immediately’ before this event,
in the midft of the defolation and bloodfhed
of Italy, he had received the facred prefent
of new banners from the Dire€tory; he delivered
them to his army with this exhortation’s*  Leét
« yus fwear, fellow-foldiers, by'thé‘ manes of the
« patriots who ‘have ‘died by our fide, cternal
s hatred to the enemies of the conflitution of the

< third
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“ third year.””  That very conflitution’ which he
foon after enabled the Direttory to violate, and
which, at the head of his gren'adie‘fs, he has
now finally deftroyed. ~ Sir, that oath ' was
again -renewed,. in the midlt of that very fcene
to which I have laft feferred; the oath of
fidelity to the conftitution of the third year was
adminiftered to all the members of the"Affembly
then ﬁtting (under the terror of the bayonet), as
the folemn preparation for the bufinefs of the
day; and the morning was ufhéred in with
“fwearing attachment to the conftitution, that the
evening might clofe with its deftruétion.

If we carry our views out of France, and
look at the dreadful catalogue of all the breaches
of treaty, all the aéts of perfidy at which I have
only glanced, and which are precifely com-
menfurate with the namber of treaties which the
republic has made; (for I have fought in vain
for any one which it has made and which it-has

not broken) if we trace the hiftory of them all
L from
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from the beginning of the revolution to the pre-
fent time, or if we feleét thofe which have been
accompanied by' the moft atrocious cruelty, and
marked the moft firongly with the charateriftic
features of the revolution, the name of Bona-
parte will be found allied to more of them than
that of any other that can be handed downin the
hiftory of the crimes and miiferies of the laft ten
years. His name will be recorded with the hor-
rors.committed in Italy, in the memorable cam-
paign of 1796 and 1797, in the Milanefe, in
Genoa, in Modena, in Tufcany, in Rome, and
in Venice.

His entrance into Lombardy was announced
by a folemn proclamation, iffued on the 27th ot
April, 1796, which terminated with thefe words:
« Nations of Italy ! the French army is come to
« break your chains, the French are the friends
“of the people in every couniry, your religion,
 your property, your cufloms, fhall be refpected.”
This was followed. by a fecond proclamation,

dated



¢ 75 )

dated from Milan 20th of May and figned  Bo~
« naparte,” in thefe terms : “ Refpect for property
 and perfonal fecurity. Refpect for the religion
“ of countries, thefe are the fentiments of the go-
 vernment of the French republic,and of the army
< of Italy. The French viclorious confider the na-
“ tions of Lombardy as their brothers.” - In tefti-
mony of this fraternity, and to fulfill the folemn
pledge of refpefting property, this very proclama-
tion impofed on the Milanefe a provifional con=
tribution to the amount of twenty millions ot
livres, or near one million fterling, and fucceffive
exatlions were afterwards levied on that fingle
ftate to the amount, in the whole, of near fix mil-
lions fterling, The regard to religion and to the
cuftoms of the country was manifefted with the
fame fcrupulous fidelity: T1he churches were
given up to indifcriminate plunder, Every reli-
gious and charitable fund, eyery public t;q'afgre,
was confifcated. The country was made the
{ceng of every ipecies of diforder and rapine,
The Prieﬁs, the eftablifhed form of worthip, all

L2 the
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the objefts of religious reverence, were openly
infulted by the French troops ; at Pavia particu-
Jarly the tomb of 8%. Augufiin, which the inhabi-
tants were accuftomed to view with peculiar
veneration, was mutilated and defaced; this laft
provocation having roufed the refentment of the
people they flew to arms, furrounded the French
garrifon and took them prifoners, but carefally
abftained from offering any violence to a fingle
foldier.  In revenge for this conduét, Bonaparte,
then on his march to the AMincio, fuddenly re-
turned, colleéted his troops, and carried the ex-
tremity ‘of military execution over the country;
he burnt the town of Benafco and maflacred eight
hundred of its inhabitants ; he marched to Pavia,
took it by florm, and delivered it over to general
plunider, and publithed, at the fame moment, a
proclamation, of the 26th of May, ordering his
troops to fhoot all thofe who had not laid down
itheir arms, and taken an oath of obedience,
and to bumn every village where the Ztog/in

o thould
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fhould be foxindcd, and to put its inhabitdnts to
death. X ]

¢

-

The tranfaétions with Modena were on a fmaller
{cale, butin the famecharater. Bonapartebegan
by figning a treaty, by which the Duke of 1/o-
dena was to pay twelve millions of livres, and
neutrality was promifed him in return; this was
foon followed by the perfonal arreft of the Duke
and by a frefh extortion of two hundred thoufand
fequins; after this he was permitted, on the pay-
ment of a farther fum, to fign another treaty,
called a Convention de Surelé, which of courfe
was only the prelude to the repetition of fimilar

exablions.

Nearly at the fame period, in violation of
the rights of neutrality-and of the treaty which
had been concluded between the French re-
public and the Grand Duke of Tufcany in
the preceding year, and in breach of a pofitive
promifc given only a few days before, the French

army
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army foreibly took poffeflion of Leghorn, for the
purpofe of feizing the Britifh property which was’
depofited there and confifcating it as prize ; and
thortly after, when Bonaparte agreed to evacuate
Leghorn in return for the evacuation of the Ifland
of Elbe, which was in the poffeffion of the Britith
troops, he infited upon a feparate article, by
which, in addition to the plunder before obtained,’
by .the infraftion of the law of nations, it was
ftipulated, that the Grand Duke fhould pay to
the French the expence which they had incurred
by thus invading his territory.

In the proceedings towards Genoa we thall
find not only a continuation of the fame fyftem
of extortion and plunder, (in violation of the fo-
Jemn pledge contained in the proclamations
already referred to,) but a firiking inftance of the
revolutionary means employed for the deftrution
of independent governments. A French minifter
was at that time refident at Genoa, which was
acknowledged by France to be in a ftate of neu-

1 trality
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trality and- friendfhip: in breach of this neu-
trality Boraparte began, in the year 1796, with
the demand of a loan ; he afterwards, from the
month of September, fequired and enforced
the payment of a monthly fubfidy, to the amount
which he thought proper to ftipulate ; thefe ex-
altions were accompanied by repeated affurances
and proteftationsof friendfhip ; they were followed,
in May, 1797, by a confpiracy againft the govern-
ment, fomented by the emiffaries of the French
embafly, and conduted by the partizans of
Trance, encouraged, and afterwards protetted
by the French minifter. The confpirators failed in
their firft attempt, overpowered by the courage
and voluntary exertions of the inhabitants; their
force was difperfed, and many of their number
were arrefted. Bonaparte inftantly confidered
the defeat of the confpirators as an alt of aggref-
fion againft the French republic ; he difpatched
an Aid-de-camp with an ordet to the Senate of
this independent ftate; firft, to releafe all the
French who were detained ; fecondly, to punifh
: thofe
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thofe who had arrefted them 5 thirdly, to declare
that they had had no fhare in the infurrection ;
and fourthly, to difarm the people. Several
French prifoners were immediately releafed, and
a proclamation was preparing to difarm the
inhabitants, when, by a fecond note, Bonaparte
required the arrcft of the three Inquifitors of
State, and immediate alterations in the confti-
tution ; he accompanied this with an order to
the French minifter to quit Genoa, if his com-
mands were not immediately carried into execu-
tion ; at the fame moment his troops entered the
territory of the republic;” and fhortly after the
councils, intimidated and overpowered, abdicated
their funftions. Three deputies were then fent
to Bonaparte to receive from him a new confti-
Atution; on the 6th of June,after the conferences
at Montebello, he figned a convehtion, or rather
iffued a decree, by which he fixed the new form
of their government; he himfelf named provi-
fionally all the members who were to compofe

it, and he required the payment of feven millions
of
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of livres, as the price of the fubverfion of their
conftitution, and their independence. Thefe
tranfaftions require but one fhort comment; it is
to be found in the official account given of them
at Paris, which is in thefe memorable words :
<« General Bonaparie has purfued the. only line
< of conduét which could be allowed in the re-
< prefentative of a nation, which has fupported
¢ the war only to procure the folemn acknow-
“« ledgement of the right of nations, to change the
« form of their government. He contributed
“ nothing towards the revolution of Genoa, but
¢ he feized the firft moment to acknowledge the
“ new government, as foon as he faw that it was
« the refult of the wifhes of the people.’®

It is ‘unneceffary to dwell on the wanton at-
tacks againft Rome, under the diretion of Bona-
parte himfelf in the year 1796, ‘and in the begin-

* RedaQeur Officiel, June 30, 1797,

M ing
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ing of 1797, which terminated firft; by the
treaty of Tolentino concluded by Bonaparte,
in which, by enormous facrifices, the Pope was
qallowed to purchafe the acknowledgment of his
authority, as a Sovereign ‘Prince; and {econdly,
by the violation of that very treaty, and the
fubverfion of ‘the- Papal authority by Jofepk Bo-
naparte, the brother and the agent of the Gene-
ral, and the Minifter of the French Republic to
the Holy See. A tranfaétion, accompanied by
outrages and. infults towards the pious and vene-
rable Pontiff (in fpite of the fan€lity of his age
and the unfullied. purity of his charafter) which
even to a Proteftant, fecm hardly fhort of the guilt
of facrilege.

But of all the difgufting and tragical fcenes
which took place in Italy, in the courfe of the
period Iam défcribing, thofe which pafled at
Venice are perhaps the moft ftriking, and the
moft charaferiftic: In May, 1796, the French
army1 under Bonaparte, in the fu]l tide of its

fuccefs
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fuccefs againft the Auttrians; firft approached the
territories of this republic, whic'h from the coni-
mencement of the war had obferved a: rigid
neutrality: Their entrance on thefe: tervitories
was as ufual accompanied by a folemn procla-
mationin the nameof! their general. ¢ Bonaparte;
to the republic of Venice.” - « It isto déliver the
“fineft country in Europe from the iron yoke uf
“ the proud houfe of Aufiria, that the French
‘ army has braved obftacles the moft difficult to
<« fgrmount. Vi€tory in union with Juftice has
« crowned its efforts.  The wreck of the enemj’s
% army has retired behind .the Mincio. The
* French army, in order to follow them, paffes
% over the territory of the tepublic of Venice;
“but it will never forget, that ancient friend
“ fhip unites he two republics. Religion, go-
“ vernment; cuftoms, and property, fhall be
<« pefpected. That the people may be without
¢ apprehenfion, the moft fevere difcipline fhall
“ be maintained. All that may be provided for
* the army fhall be faithfully paid for. in money,

M 2 _ The
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¢« The general-in-chief engages the officers of
< the. republic of Venice, the magiftrates, and
% the priefts, to make known thefe fentiments
“ to the people, in order, that confidence may
¢ cement that friendfhip which has{o long united
< the two nations, faithful in the path of honor,
«¢ as in that of vi€tory. = The French foldier is ter-
« rible only to the enemies of his liberty and his

<< government.” Bonaparte* -

This proclamation was followed by exattions
fimilar to thofe which were pratlifed againit
Genoa, by the renewal: of fimilar profeflions
of friendthip and the ufe of fimilar means
to.excite infurre€tion. At length, in the {pring
‘of 1797, 6ccaﬁon was taken from - diftur-
bances: thus excited, to forge, in the name

of the Venetian Government, a proclamation,}

* Vide Debrett’s State Papers. vol. 5. p. 28.
+ Vide Account af this tranfattion in the Proclamation of
the’ Senate of Venice, April 12, 1798.~——Debreit’s State

Papers, vol. 6th, page 67.
- hottile
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hoftile to Franee, ‘and this proceeding was made
the ground for military execution againft the
Country, and for effefting by force the fubver-
ion of its ancient government and the eftablith-
ment of the “democratic forms of the French
Revolution. . This revolution was fealed by a
treaty, figned in May, 1797, between Bonaparte
and Commiflioners appointed on the part of the
new and revolutionary government of Venice.
By the fecond and third fecret articles of this
treaty, Venice agreed to give as a ranfom, to
fecure itfelf againft all farther exalions or
demands, the fum of three millions of livres in
‘money, the value of three millions more in arti- '
cles of naval {upply, and three fhips of the line ;
-and it ‘received in return the affurances of the
friendfhip and fupport of the French Republic.
Imimedidtely after the fignature of this treaty,
the Arfenal, the Library, and the Palace of
St. Marc were ranfacked and plundered; and
heavy additional contributions ~were jmpofed
upon - its 'inliabitants. And, in'not 'more -than

10 four
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four months ‘afterwards, this very Republic of
Venice, united by alliance to France, the crea-
ture. of Bonaparte. himfelf; from whom it had
received the prefent of French liberty, was by the
fame Bonaparte transferred under :the treaty. of
Campo Formio to < that iron yoke of the proud
Houfe of dufiria,” to deliver it from which he
had reprefented in his firft proclamation to be
the great objet of all his operations.

Sir, all thisis followed by the memorable ex-
pedition into Egypt; which 1. mention,. not
merely. becaufe it forms a principal article in the
<catalogue of thofe aéls of violence and perfidy
in which Bonaparte has been engaged; not
merely becaufe it was an enterprize peculiarly
bis own, . of which he was himfelf the planner,
the executor, and the betrayer; but chfeﬂy be-
caufe when' from thence he retires to a different
fcene, to take pofleflion of a mew throne, from
which he is to fpeak upon an equality with the
Kings and Governors of Europe, he leaves be-

hind
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hind him, at the moment ‘of his departure, a
fpecimen, which c¢annot be miftaken, of his
principles of negociation. - The Intercepted Cor-
sefpondence, which has been- alluded to-in
this'debate, feems to afford the firongeft ground
to believe, that his offers to the Turkith Govern-
ment to evacuate Egypt, were made folely with
aview lo gain time ;' that the ratification of any
treaty on this fubjeft was to be delayed with
the view of finally eluding its performance, if
any change of circumftances favourable to the
French fhould occur in the interval. © But what-
ever Gentlemen may think -of the ‘intention
with which thefe offers were made, there will
at leaft be no queéftion with refpeét to the credit
dute to thofe profeffions by which he endeavoured
to 'prove, in Egypt, his'pacific difpofitions. He
exprefsly enjoins his fucceflor, ftrongly and’ ftea-
dily'to infift in all his intercourfe with the Turks,
that- he came to Egypt with no hoftile defign,
and that he never meant to keep poffeflion of the
country ; while, on the oppofite page of the fame

“ ' inftruc-
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inftruétions,  he ftates in the moft unequivocal
manner, his regret at the difcomfiture of -his fa-
vourite proje€t of colonizing Egypt, and of
maintaining it as a territorial acquifition. Now,
Sir, if in any note addreffed to the Grand Vizier,
or the Sultan, Bonaparte had claimed credit for
the fincerity of his profeflions, that he came
to Egypt with no view hoftile to Turkey and
folely for the purpofe of molefting the Britith,
interefts, is there any one argument now ufed
to induce us to believe his prefent profeflions
to us, which might not have been equally urged,
on that occafion, to the Turkifth government?
would not thofe profeffions have been equally
fupported by folemn affeveration, by the fame
reference which is now made to perfonal cha-
ratter, with this fingle difference, that they‘
would then have been accompanied with one
inftance lefs of that perfidy which we have
had occafion to trace in thig very tranfaltion.
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It is unneceffary to fay more with re}pe‘& to
the credit due to his profeflions, or the reliance
to be placed on his general charaftér: But it
will, perhaps be argued, that whatever majr be his
charaller, or whatever has been his paft con-
duét, he has now an intereft in making and
6bferving peace. That he has an intereft in
making peace is at beft but a doubtful propofi-
tion, and that he has an intereft in pré,{'erving it
is ftill more uncertain. That it is his intereft to
negociate, I do not indeed deny ; it is his in-
tereft above ‘all to engage this cou;xtry in fepa-
rate negociation, in- order‘to loofen and diﬁ”olv.'e‘
the whole fyftem of the confederacy on the Cons
tinent, to palfy, at once, the arms of Ruffia or of
Auftria, orof any other country that might look
to you for fupport ; and then ecither to break off
his feparate treaty, or if he fhould have con-
cluded it, to apply the leffon which is taught in

' X : I |
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as fchool of policy in Egypt; and to revive, at
his pleafure, thofe claims of indemnification
which may have been referved to fome happier
period * -

; This is precifély the intereft which he has in
negociation; but on what grounds-are we to be
convinced that he has an intereft in concluding
and obfervmv afolid and permanent pacification?
Under all the circumftances of his perfonal
chara&er, and his newly—acqulred power, what
other fecurity has he for retaining that power,
but the fword? His hold upon France is the
fword, and he has no other, ' Is he conne&ted:
with the foil, or with the habits, the affetions,
or the prejudices of the country? He is a Stranger,
3 Foreigner, and an Ufurper; he unites in his
own perfon every thing that a pure Republican
muft deteft; every ih"}ngthat an enraged Jacobin

* Vide Zntercepted Corre/}aﬂd;ute from Egypt.

has
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has abjured; every thing that a fincere and faith-
ful Royalit muft feel as an infult. If he is
oppofed at any time in his .career, what is his
appeal? He appeals 1o his Fortune; in other
words, to his army and his fword. Placing, then,
his whole reliance upon military fupport, can he
afford to let his military renown pafs away, to let
his laurels wither; to let the memory of his at-
chievements fink into obfcurity? Is it certain
that, with his army confined within France, and
reftrained from inroads upon her neighbours, he
can maintain, at his devotion, a force fufficiently
numerous to fupport his power? AHaving no
objeét but the poffeflion of abfolute dominion,
no paffion but military glory, is it certain,
that he will feel fuch an intereft in permanent
peace, as would juftify us in laying down our
arms, reducing our expence, and relinquifhing
our means of fecurity, on the faith of his cngage-‘
ments? Do we believe,» that after the conclufion
of peace, he would not flill figh over the loft tro-

N 2 phies
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phies of Egypt, wrefted from him by the cele-
brated vi€ory of Aboukir, and the brilliant ex-
ertions of that heroi¢c band of Britith feamen,
whofe influence and example rendered the Turkifh
troops invincible at Acra. Can he forget, that
the effeét of thefe exploits enabled Auftria and
Ruflia, in one campaign, to recaver from France,
all which fhe had acquired by his viftories, to
diflolve the charm, which, for a time, fafcinated
Europe, and to fhew that their generals, con-
tending in a juft caufe, could efface, even by
their fuccefs, and their military glory, the moft
dazzling triumphs of his vi€torious and defolating
ambition ?

Can we believe, with thefe impreflions en his
mind, that, if after a year, eighteen months, or
two years, of peace had elapfed, he fhould be
tempted by the appearance ofa frefh infurre&ion
in Ireland, encouraged by renewed and unre-
firained communication with France, and fo-

fomented,
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tmented by the frefh infufion of Jacobin princi-
ples; if we were at fuch a moment without z
fleet to watch the ports of France, or to gnard
the coafts of Ireland, without a difpofeable army,
or an embodied militia, capable of fupplying a
fpeedy and adequate reinforcement, and that he
had fuddenly the means of tranfporting thither
a body of twenty or thirty thoufand French
troops: can we believe, that a't‘fuch a moment
his ambition and vindi&tive fpirit would be re-
ftrained by the recolleftion of engagements, or
the obligation of treaty? Or, if in fome new
crifis of difficulty and danger to the Ottoman
Empire, with no Britith navy in the Mediterra-
nean, no confederacy formed, noforce collefted
to fuppdrt it, an opportunity fhould prefent itfelf
for refuming the abandoned expedition to Egypt;
for renewing the avowed and favourite projeét of
conquering and colonizing that rich and fertile
country, and of ‘opening the’ way to wound
fome of the vital interefts of England, and to
plunder the treafures of the Eaft, in order to fill

the
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the banmkrupt coffers of France, would it be
the intereft of Bonaparte, under fuch circums
ftances, or his principles, his moderation, his
love of peace, his averfion to conqueft, and his
regard for the independence of other nations =
would it be all, or any of thefe that would fecure
us againft an attempt, which would leave us
only the option of fubmitting without a firuggle
to certain lofs and difgrace, or of renewing the
conteft which we had prematurely terminated,
without allies, without preparation, with dimi-
nithed means, and with increafed difficulty and
hazard ?

Hitherto I have fpoken only of the reliance
which we can place on the profeffions, the
charafter, and the condu& of the prefent Firft
Conful ; but it remains to confider the ftability
of his power. The Revolution has been marked
throughout by a rapid fucceffion of new depo-
fitaries of public authority, each fapplanting his
predeceflor ; what groundshave we as yet to believa.

that
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that this new Ufurpation, more odious and more
undifguifed than all that preceded it, will be
more durable ? Is it that we rely on the particu-
lar provifions contained in the cede of the pre-
tended conftitution, whiéh was_proclaimed as
accepted by the French pe;)ple, as foon as the
garrifon of Paris declared their determination to
exterminate all its enemies, and before any of
its articles could even be known to half the
country, whofe: confent was required, for its
eftablithment?

I will not pretend to inquire deeply into the
nature and effets: of a Conftitution, which can
_hardly be regarded but asa farce and a mockery.
If, however, it could be fuppofed that its
provifions were to have any effeét, it. feems
equally-adapted to two purpofes, that of giving
to its founder for a time an abfolute and un-
controlled authority, and that of laying the
eertain foundation of future difunion and difcord,
which if they once prevail muft render ths
exercife of all the authbrity under the coniti-

8 tution
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tution impoffible, and leave no appeal but to
the fword.

Is then military defpotifm that which we are
accuftomed to confider as a ftable form of go-
vernment ? In all ages of the world, it has been
attended with the leaft ftability to the perfons
who exercifed ‘it, and with the moft rapid fuc-
ceflion of changes and revolutions.  In the
‘outfet of the French revolution its ‘advocates
boafted that it furnifhed a fecurity for ever, not
to France only but to all countries in the
world, againft military defpotifm; that the force
of ftanding armies was vain and deldfive ; that
no artificial power could refift public opinion;
and that it was upon the foundation of public
opinion alone that any government could ftand.
1 believe, that in this inftance, as in every
other, the progrefs of the French revolution
has belied its profeffions ; that {fo far'from its
being a proof of the prevalence of public opi-
nion againft military force, it is inficad of the
proof, the firongeft exception from that doftrine

2 which
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which appcars in the hxﬁory of the world.

Throudh all the flages of the Revolution mi-
htary force has governed; public opinion has
fearcely been heard.  But fiill T confider this as
only an exception from a general truth; I fiill
believe, thiat, in every civilized country (not en-
flaved by 4 Jacobin fa&ion), public opinion is
the only fure fupport of any gbvernment; I be-
lieve this with the more fatisfadtion, from a
convidioni that if this conteft is happily ter-
minated, the eftablithed governments of Eu-
rope will ftand upon that rock firmier than ever ;
and whatever may be the defe@s of any particu-
lar conftitution, thofe who live under it will pre-
fer its continuance to the experiment of changes
which. may plunge them in the unfathomable
abyfs of revoluhon, or cxtncate them from it,

only to expofe them to the terrors of military
defpotifm. And to app]y this to France, I fee
no reafon to Believc, that the prefcnt'Ufurpa-
tion will be more permanent than any other mi-
litary defpotifim, which has been eftablithed by
the fame means, and with thc fame defiance of

public opinion.
o What,
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What, then, is the inference I draw from all
that I have now fiated? Is it, that we will in
no cafe treat with Bonaparte? I fay, no fuch
thing. But I fay, as has been faid in the: an-
fver returned to the French Note, that we ought
to wait for experience, and the evidence of fas,
before we arc convinced that fuch a . treaty is
admiffible.  The circumfiances I have ftated
would well jufiify us if we fhould be flow: in
being convinced ; but on a queflion of Peace
_and, War, every thing depends upon degree,
and upon comparifon. If, onthe one hand,
there fhould be an appearance that the policy of

. France is at length guided by different maxims
from thofe which have hitherto prevailed ; if
we_{hould  hereafter fee figns of ftability in- the
Government, which are not now to be traced ;
. if the progrefs of the allied army fhould not
. ¢all forth fuch a fpirit.in France, as to make
.:it, probable that the -act of the Country itfelf
iwill dcﬁroyl the fyfiem now prevailing ;. if
the danger, the difficulty, , thc sitk of comti-
‘ 15umg the conteﬁ: thould mgreife, whlle the
hopc of compIete ultimate fuccefs fhould be di-
1] minifhed ;
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minithed ; all thefe, in their due place, are con- *
fiderations, which, with myfelf and (I can an-
fwer for it) with every one of my' colleagues, will -
have their juft weight. But at pfe(ent thefc con-
fiderations all operate one way ; at prefent there
is nothing from which we can prefage fo favour-
able achangeof difpofition in the FrenchCouncils.
There is the greateft reafon to rely on powerful
co-operation from our Allies; there " are the
firongeft marks of a difpofition in the interior
of France to ative refiftance againft this new
Tyranny; and there is every ground to believe, on
reviewing our fituation, and that of the enemy,
that if we are ultimately difappointed of that
complete fuccefs which we are at prefent entitled
to hope, the continuance of the conteft, inftead
of making our fituation comparatively worfe,

will have made it comparatively better,

“If then T am afked how long are we to perfe-
vere in the war, I can only fay, that no period
can be accurately affigned beforehand. Confider-
ing the importance of obtaining complete fe-
curity for the obje@s for which we contend, we

s o2 ought



{ 100 )

ought not to be difcouraged foo foon: but on
the other hand, confidering the importance of
notimpairing and exhaufting the radi'cal ﬁrepgth
of the Couptry, there are limits beyond which
we ought l"lOt to perfift, and which {vé can de-
termine only by eftiri;ating and comparing fairly,
from time to time, the degrce of fecurity to be
obtained by treaty, and the rifk and difad-

vantage of continuing, the conteft.

But, Sir, there are fome Gentlemen in the
Houfe, who feem to confider it already certain,
that the ultimate fuccefs to which I am looking
is unattainable : they fuppofe us cont‘en(ding only
for the reftoration of the . French Monarchy,
which they believe to be impracticable, and
deny to be defirable for this Coﬁntry. We have
been afked in the courfe of this debate, do you
think—yoﬁ can impofe monarchy upon France,
againt the will of the nation? I never thought
it, ¥ never hoped it, I néver wifhed it: I have
tl{ought I have hoped, I have withed, that the
time mwht come when the effett of the arms of
ﬂle Allxes mmht fo far ovcrpower the mili-

&
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tary force which keeps Franc ¢ in bondage, as iq
give vent and fcope to the the tughts.and adtions
of its inhabitants. We havcs, indecd, already
feen .abundant proof of the difpofition of a
large part of the country; we have feen almoff
thrbggh the whole of the Revolution the Wefi-
ern ?rovinces of Erance deluged wiﬁth the blooq
of its inhabitants, obftinately coniending for their
ancient Laws and Religion. We have recently
feen in the revival gf that war, a freth in.f‘canccA
of the zeal which ftill animates thofe countries, in
the fame caufe. Thefe efforts (I ftate it dif-
tinély, and there are thofe near me who can
bear witnefs to the truth of the aflertion)- were
not produced -by any infligation from hence;
they were the effeéts of a rooted fentiment prevai\‘-:
ing througha 1l thofe Provinces, forced into ation
by the Low.of the Hoflages and the other tyran.
nical meafures of the Direétory, at the moment
when we were endeavouring to difcourage fo
hazardous an enterprife.  If, under fuch circums
ftances, we find them giving proofs of their unal-;‘
terable perfeveran;cg in their principles; if there
is cycry‘rf_;a.fox.:. to belicve that the fame difpofis
tion
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tion prevails in many; other extenﬁyc;, provinces
of France; if every party appears' at length
equally wearied and difappointed with all the
fucceflive changes which the Revolution has
produced ; if the queftion is no longer between
Monarchy, and, even the pretence and name of
Liberty, but between the ancient line of Here-
ditéry Princes on the one hand, and a military
tyrant, aforeign ufurper, on the other ; if the
armies of that ufurper are likely to find fufficient
occﬁpation on the frontiers, and to be forced
at length to leave the interior of the Country at
liberty to manifeft its real feeling and difpofi-
tion; what reafon have we to anticipate, that the
Reftoration of Monarchy under fuch circum-
flances is impracticable ?

The Learned Gentleman has, indeed, told us,
that almoft every man now poflefled of property
in France, muft neceflarily be interefted in re-
fifting fuch a change, and that therefore it never
can be cflected. If that fingle confideration
were conclufive againfl the poflibility of a
;;hangc, for the famereafon the Revolution itfelf,

I by
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by which the whole: property of the Country was
taken from its ancient poﬁ'eﬂ’ors, could never
have taken place. But though I deny it to be
an infuperable obflacle, I admit it to be a pbint
of confiderable delicacy and Hifficulty. It is not
indeed for us to difcufs minutely, what arrange-
ment might be formed on this|point to conciliate
and unite oppofite interefts; but whoever con-
fiders the preycarious tenure and 'depreciated
value of lands held under the revolutionar}
title, and the low price for which they have ge-
nerally been obtained, will think it perhaps not
impofiible that an ample compenﬁatior; might be
made to the bulk of the prefent poffcfiors, both
for the purchafe-money they have paid, and for
the actual value of what they now enjoy; and
that the ancient proprietors might be reinftated
in the poffeflion of their former rights, with only
fuch a temporary facrifice as reafonable men
would willingly make to obtain fo eflential an
ebject,

The Honourable and Learned Gentleman,
hewever, has fupported his reafoning on this part
of
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of the fubjed, by «n argud\j rent which he utl.
doubtedly confiders as unanfw -erable—a referenée
to what would be b is own co1 1duét in fimilar cir-
cumftances; 'and ke tells us that evety landed
Proprictor in \Fra nce muft fupport the prefent
order of things\j; ) that couniry from the fame

motive that he i and evety Froprietor of Three
per Cent. Stock v| vould join in the defence of the
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better and nobler
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Sreat Britain. ¥ muft do the
in the juﬁice to believe that the
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motives, for defending-a Con-
has had fo much occafion to
:, than any which he can de-
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the laft threc years, in° which
‘ofperity of the Country has
y following a fyftem dir¢ély
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Is with refpeét to himfelf, is
happily
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happily and aptly applied to the fiate of Frances.

and let us fee what inference it furnifhes with.,
refpect to the probable attachment of monied
men to the continuance of, the reyolutionary.
fyftem, as well as with refpe& to the general
ftate of public credit in that country. - I do not
indeed know that there exifts préci{'ely any Fund
of Three 'pq: Cents in France, to furnith a teft
for thevpatrjotifu.n and public fpirit of the lovers
of ,Frencb Liberty.. But there is another Fund
which may cqually anfwer our purpofe — the,
capital of Three per Cent Stock which formerly
exified in France has undergone a whimfical
operation, fimilar to many other _expcdients of
Finance which we have feen in the courfe of
the Revolution—this was performed by a decree,
which, as they termed it, republicanifed their debt ;
that is, in other words, ftruck off, at once, two-
thirds of the capital, and left the Proprietors to
take their chance for the payment of : intereft on
the remainder. This remnant was afterwards
converted into the prefent Five per Cent. Stock.
I had the curiofity very lately to inquire what
price it bore.in the market, and I was told that

4 the
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the price had fomewhat rifen from confidence in‘
the new Government, and was a&ually as high
as je'venfeenf I really at firft fuppofed that my
informer meant feventeen years purchafe for
every pound of intereft, and I began to be
almoft jealous of revolutionary credit; but I
foon found that he literally meant feventeen
pounds for every hundred pounds capitalv'ﬁock
of Five per Cent. that is, a little more than
three and a half years purchafe. So much
for the value of revoluﬁonafy property, and for
the attachment with which it muft infpire its pof-
feflors towards the’{yftem of Government to
which that value is to be afcribed !

On the queftion, Sir, how far the Reftoration
of the French Monarchy, if pradicable, is defir-
able, I fhall not think it neceffary to fay much.
Can it be fuppofed to be indifferent to us or to
the world, whether the Throne of France is to
bg filled by a Prince of the Honfe of Bourbon, or
by him whofe princip]es> and conduct I have
endeavoured to develope? Is it nothimg with
a view to influence and example, whether - the

fortune
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fortunc of this laft adventurer in the Lottery of
Revolutions, thall appear to be permanent ? Is it
nothing, whether a {yftem fhall be fanctioned
which confirms by one of its fundamental arti-
.cles, that general transfer of property from its
ancient and lawful poffeflors, which holds -out
one of the moft terrible examples of national
injuftice, ;and which has furnifhed the great
fource of revolutionary finance and revolutionary
firength againft all the Powers of Europe ?

In the exhaufied and impoverithed ftate of
France, it feems for a time impoffible that any
fyfiem but that of robbery and confifcation, any
thing but the continued torture, which can be
applied only by the engines of the Revolution,
«can extort from its ruined inhabitants more than
the means of fupporting, in peace, the yearly
expenditure of its Government. Suppofe, then,
.the Heir of the Houfe of Bourbon reinftated on
the Throne, he will have fufficient occupation in
endeavouring, if poflible, to heal the wounds,
-and, gradually to repair the loffes of ten years

P2 of
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of civil convulfions {o reanimate the drooping
commerce, to rekindle ‘the indufiry, to replaéé
the capital, and to revive the manufactures of
the Country.n Under fuch' circumftances, there
muft probably be a confiderable interval before
fuch a Monarch, whatever may be his views, can
pofféfs the power which can make him formida-
ble to Europe ; but while the fyftem of the Re-
volution continues, the cafe is quite different.
It is true, indeed, that even the gigantic and un-
natural means by which that Revolution has
been fupported, are fo far impaired; the influ- -
ence of its principles, and the terror of its arms,
fo far weakened ; and its power of a&ion fo much
‘contradted and circumferibed ; that againft the
embodied force of Europe, profecuting a vigorous
‘war, we may juftly hope that the remnant and
wreck of this fyftem cannot long oppofe an effec-
tual refiftance. But, fuppofing the confederacy of
Europe prematurely diffolved ; fuppofing our ar-
mies difbanded, our fleets laid upin our harboufs,_
our exertions relaxed, and our means of prccadtion
and defence relinquifhed ; do we believe that the

e Tevo-
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revolutionary power, with this refl and breathing-
-time given it to recover from the preffure under
which it is now finking, poflefling fill the
means of calling fuddenly and violently ‘into
adion whatever is the remaining phyfical force
of 'France, under the guidance of military
‘defpotifm; do we believe that this power, the
Herror of which is now beginning to vanith,
-will not again prove formidable to Europe?
Can 'we . forget, that in the ten years in
which that power has fulfifted, it has brought
more mifery on furrounding nations, and pro-
duced more a&s of aggreffion, cruelty, perfidy,
and enormous ambition, than can be traced in
‘the Hiftory of France for the centuries which
have elapfed fince the foundation of it monar-
‘chy, ‘including all the wars which in the courfe
‘of that period have been waged by any of thofe
Sovereigns, whofe projeits of aggrandizement,
and violations of freaty, afford a conftant theme
wof general reproach "againft the ancient govern-
ment of France? And if not, can we hefitate
whether we have the beft profpet of permanent
‘peace, the beft fecurity for the independence and
y « fafety
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fafety of Europe from the reftoration of the law-
ful Goyernment, or from the continuance of re~
volutionary power in the hands of Bonaparté 2

In compromife and treaty with {uch a power,
placed in fuch hands as now exercife jt, and re-
taining the fame means of annoyance which it
now pofiefles, 1 fec little hope of permanent fecu-
rity. I fee no poffibility at this moment of con-~
cluding fuch a peace as would juflify that liberal
intercourfe which is the eflence of real amity ; ‘no
chance of terminating the expenfes or the anxie-
ties of war, or of refloring to us any of the ad-
vantages of eftablifhed tranquillity ; and as a fin-
cere lover of peace, 1 cannot be content with its
nominal attainment; I muft be defirous of pur-
fuing that fyftem which promifes to attain, in
the end, the permanent enjoyment of its folid and
fubftantial bleflings for this” Country and for
Europe. “As a fincere lover of peace, I will not
facrifice'it by grafping at the thadow, when the
Teality is not fubﬁantla.lly thhm my rcach —

Cur igitur pacens woho 2 - Quia ﬂyfz]ﬂ ‘o quia
periculofa, quia effe non poteft. S |
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If, Sir, in all that I have now offered to the
Houfe, I have fucceeded in eftablithing the pro-
pofition, that the fyflem of the French Revolu-
tion has been fuch asto afford to Foreign Powers
no adequate ground for fecurity in negotiation,
and that the change which has recently taken.
place has not yet afforded that fecurity; if I
have laid before you a ‘juft ftatement of the
nature and extent of the danger with which we
have been threatened; it would remain only
thortly to confider, whether there is any thing
in the circumftances of the prefent moment to
induce us to accept a fecurity confeffedly inade-
quate againft a danger of fuch a defcription.

It will be neceflary here to fay a few words
on the fubjet on which Gentlemen have been
fo fond of 'dwelling, I mean our former Nego-
tiations, and: particularly that at Lifle in 1797.
I am defirous of flating frankly and openly the
true motives which induced me to concur in
then recommending negotiation; and I will
leave it to the Houfe, and to the Country, to
judge whether our condudt at that time was in-

confiftent
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confiftent with the principles by which we are
guided at prefent.  That revolutionary policy
which I have endeavoured to defcribe, that gi-
gantic fyftem of prodigality and bloodfhed by
which the efforts of France were fupported, and.
which counts for nothing the lives and the pro-.
perty of a nation, had at.that period driven
us to exertions which had, in a great meafure,:
exhaufled the ordinary means of defraying our
immenfe expenditure, and had led many of
thofe who were the moft convinced of the ori-
ginal juftice and neceflity of the war, and of the'
danger of Jacobin principles, to doubt the pof--
fibility of perfifting in it, tillAcorhplctc and ade-
quate fecurity could be obtained. There feemed,
too, much reafon to believe, that without fome
new meafure to check the rapid accumulation of
debt, we could no longer truft to the ftability
of that funding fyfiem, by which the Nation had:
been enabled to fupport the expenfe of all the
different wars in which we have engaged in the.
courfe of the prefent century. In order to con-.
tinue our exertions with vigour, it became ne-:
ceffary that a new and folid fyftem of finance,

thould
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thould be eftablithed, fuch as could not be ren-"
dered “effe@tual but by the general and decided
" concurrence of public opinion. Such a con-
currence in the firong and vigorous meafures
neceflary for the purpofe could not then be ex=~
pected, but from fatisfying the Country, by the
firongeft and mofl decided proofs, that peace on
terms in any degrec admiffible was unattainable.

Under this impreflion we thought it eur duty
"to attempt negotiation, not from the fanguine
hope, even at that time, that its refult could
afford us completc fecurity, but from the per-
fuafion, that the danger arifing from peace under
fuch circumftances was lefs than that of con-.
tinuing the war with precarious. and inadequate
means, The refult of thofe negotiations proved,
that the enemy would be fatisfied with nothing
lefs than the facrifice of the honour and inde-
pendence af the Country. From this conviction,
a fpirit and enthufiafm was excited in the Na-
tion, which produced the efforts to which we
arc indebted for the fubfequent change in our
fituation. Having witnefled that happy change,

Q having
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having obferved the increafing profperity and
fecurity of the Country from that period, fceing
how ‘much more fatisfadtory our profpstts now
are, than any which we could then have derived
from the fuccefsful refult of negotiation, I have
not ferupled to declare, that I confider the rup-
ture of the negotiation, on the part of the enemy,
as a fortunate circumftance for the Country. But
becaufe thefe are my fentiments at this time,
after reviewing what has fince paffed, does it
follow that we were, at that time, infincere in
endeavouring to obtain peace? The Learned
Gentleman, indeed, affumes that we were, and
he even makes a conceffion, of which I de-
fire not to claim the benefit: he is willing to
admit, that on our principles, and our view of
the fubjed, infincerity would have been juftifi-
able. T know, Sir, no plea that would juitify
thofe who are entrufted with the condu& of
public affairs, in holding out to Parliament and
to the Nation one obje®, while they were, .in
fa&, purfuing another. - I did, in truth, believe,
at the moment, the conclufion of peace (if it
could have been qbtained) to be preferable to

the
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the continuance of the war under its increafing
rifks and difficultics. 1 therefore withed for
peace, I fincerely laboured for peace. Our en-
deavours were frufirated by the act of the enemy.
If, then, the circumfiances are fince changed, if
what paflfed at that period bas afforded a proof
that the obje@ we aimed at was unattainable,
and if all that bas pafled fince has proved, that,
if peace had been then made, it could not bave
been durable, are we bound to repeat the fame
cxperiment, when cvery reafon againfi it is
firengthened by fobfequent experience, and
when the indacemeats which led to it at that
time have ceafed to exift ?

" Whin we confider the refources and the fpirit of
the Country, can any man doubt that if adequate
fecarity is not now to be obtained by treaty, we
have the means of profecuting the conteft with-
out material difficulty or danger, and with 2
reafonable proi"pc& of completely attaining our
obje@ ? I will not dwell on the improved fiate
of public credit, on the continually increafing
emouat (in fpite of extraordinary temporary bur-

ez dens)
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dens) of our permanent revenue, on the- yeatly
acceflion of wealth to-a degree unprecedented
even in the moft flourithing times of peace,
which we ' are deriving, in the midtt of war,
from our extended and flourifhing commerce ;
on the progreflive improvement and growth of
our manufaflures; on the proofs which we fee
on all fides of the uninterrupted accumulation
of produ&ive capital; and' on the a&ive exer-
tion of every branch of national induftry, which
can tend to fupport and augment the population,

the riches, and the power of the Country.

As little need I recall the attention of. the
Houfe to the additional means of a&ion which
we have derived from the great augmentation
of our difpofable military force, the continued
triumphs of our powerful and vi&orious navy,
and the events which, in the courfe of the Taft
two years, have raifed the military ardour and
military glory of the Country to a height unex-
ampled in any period of our hiftory. =~ | ¥

In addition to thefe grounds of reliance on
our own-firength and excrtions, we have feen

2 the
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thé confummate Tkill and valour of the arms of
our Allies proved by that ferics of unexampled
fuccefs in the courfe of the laft campaign, and
we have every reafon to expect a co-operation
on the Continent, even to'a greater extent, in
the courfe of the prefent year. If we compare
this view of our own fituation with every thing
we can obferve of the ftate and condition of our
enemy; if we can trace him labouring under
equal difficulty in finding men to recruit his
army, or money to pay it; if we Know that in
the courfe of the laft year the moft rigorous
efforts of military confcription were fearcely fuf-
ficient to.replace to the French armies at the
end of the campaign, the numbers which they
had loft in the courfe of it; if we have feen
that that force, then in pofleflion of advantages
which it has fince loft, was unable to contend
with the efforts of the combined armiés; if we
know that, even while fupported by the plunder
of all the countries which they had overrun, the
French armies were reduced, by the confeffion of
their commanders, to the extremity of difircfs,
and deflitute not only of the principal articles

of
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of military fupply, but almoft of the neceffaries
of life; if we fce them now. driven b_ack’ within
their own frontiers, and confined within a couns
try - whofe own refources have long fince been
proclaimed by their fiicceflive Governments to
be ﬁnequal either to paying or maintaining
them ; .if we obferve, that fince the laft revolu-
tion no one fubftantial or effeftual meafure has
been adopted to remedy the intolerable diforder
of their finances, and to fupply the deficiency
of their credit and refources ; if we fee through
large and populous diftricts of France,® eithet
open war levied againft the prefent u‘furpution,
or .evident marks of difunion and diftractiont
which the firft occafion may call forth int6 a
flame s if, I fay, Sir, this comparifon be jufi,
I feel myfelf authorized to conclude from-it, not
that we are entitled to confider ourfelves cerfain
of ultimate,f'ucdefs, not that we are to fuppofe
ourfelves exempted from the unforefeen viciflis
tudes of war; but that, confidering the value
of the objeét for which we are contending, thé
means for fupporting the conteft,. and the pros -
bable cou:[c-of human events, we fhould be
inex«
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inexcufable, if at this mioment we were fa relin-
quifh the firuggle on any grounds {liort of entire:
and complete fecurity, againit the greatefi danger
which has ever yetthreatened the world; that from
perfeverance in aur efforts uncer fuch circumfian-
«ccs, we have the fairefi reafon to exped the full at-
tainment of that objedt; but that at all gvents, even
if we are difappointed in our mare fanguine hopes,
we are more likely to gain than'to lofe by the
continuation of the conteft ; that every month
to which it is continued, even if it fhould not
in its effe@s lead to the final defiru@ion of the
Jacobin fyftem, muft tend fo far to weaken and
exhautt it, as to give us at leaft a greater compara-
tive fecurity in any other termination of the warz:
that, on all thefe grounds, this is not the mo-
ment at which it is confiltent with our intereft
or our duty to liften to any propofals of nego~
tiation with the prefent Ruler of France; but
that we are not thercfore pledged to any un-
alterable determination as to our future condué;
that in this we maft be regulated by the courfe
of events ; and that it will be the duty of His
Majefly’s Minifters from time ‘to time to ;Ldﬂpt

' ' their
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their meafures to any variation of circumftances,
to confider how far the effects of the military
operations of the Allics or of the internal difpo-

fition of France correfpond with our prefent ex~
pectations; and, on a view of the whole, to:
compare  the difficulties or rifks which may
arife in the profecution of the conteft, with the

profpe& of ultimate fuccefs, or of the degree of
advantage which may be derived from its further
continuance, and to be governed by the refult of
all thefe confiderations, in the opinion and advice

which they may offer to their Sovereign.

THE END,
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